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4 LOCAL NEWS 

KING RECEIVES 
MORE CABLES 

King Abdullah Bin Al Hussein received telegrams from the 
President of Georgia, Edward Schcverdnaclze, the Prime 
Minister or Portugal Antonio Gazer, the Chairman of the 
African Union Organization, Bassam Ahaniad Salem, the 
Canadian Prime Minister, Gene Christen, in which they 
extended their condolences on the death ofHis Majesty the 
late King Hussein — Petra. 

PLANNING AND FINANCE 
MINISTERS DISCUSS AID 
IN SAUDI ARABIA 

Minister of Planning Nabeel Ammari said that no date was 
set for his visit and that of the Minister of Finance to Saudi 
Arabia to continue discussion on the Saudi financial aid to 
Jordan. 

in response to a question by Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
the Minister said that Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah Bin 
Abdulaziz, second Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of 
Defense and Aviation Prince Sultan Bin Abdulaziz and Saudi 
Arabia's Ambassador to the US, Prince Bandar Bin Sulran, 
have affirmed Saudi Arabia's full support to Jordan. 

The minister highly valued the supportive stance of Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and those of other sister- 
ly and friendly countries. 

The minister said Prime Minister Fayez Torawneh dis- 
cussed with Saudi Finance Minister economic and financial 
cooperation. 

He added chat the Saudi minister, upon directives from 
Saudi Arabia's King Fahd, has asked that a high ranking 
Jordanian delegation visit Saudi Arabia to discuss with the 
Saudi side the best ways and means to boost the Jordanian 
economy — Petra. 
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ARAB ENGINEERS 
CONDOLENCE KING 

Arab Engineers have expressed their saddness and grief on 
the death of His Majesty the Late King Hussein. 

In their cables which were received by the President of the 
Jordanian Engineers’ Association, the Arab Engineers present- 
ed their condolences to His Majesty King Abdullah, the Royal 
Family and the Jordanian people. 

They voiced sorrow for the passing away ofHis Majesty the 
Late King Hussein, the longest Arab leader. 

They said that by the death of His Majesty King Hussein. 
Arabs lost a distinguished historic Leader who maintained the 
unity of the nation in the darkest and most crucial times. 

They also prayed Almighty God for mercy on the soul ofHis 
Majesty the Late King Hussein. 

They wished success for His Majesty King Abdullah in his 
new leadership of the country for the interest of the home- 
land, the Arab and Islamic nation — Petra. 


INFORMATION MINISTER RECEIVES 
CONDOLENCE MESSAGE 

Information Minister, Nasser Judeh received a telegram of 
condolences from the Director of the Qatari News Agency, 
Ahmad Jassem Al Homr, for the passing away of His Majesty 
the late King Hussein. 

The Director ofjordan News Agency received a number of 
condolence telegrams from his Qatari counterpart, Ahmad 
Jassem Al Homr. his Syrian counterpart. Fayez Al Sayegh, 
Hussein Hindawi and Mohammad Aziz on behalf of the 
United Press international. They offered their heart felt 
sympathy for the death of the late King Hussein — Petra. 


CHRISTIANS PRAY FOR KING HUSSI 



Christians all over tiie Kingdom yesterday 
expressed deep sorrow and pain on the 
demise of His Majesty the Late King 
Hussein. 

Mass prayers and special sermons were 
made for the soul of His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

In their etiologies, Christian clerics 


spoke about His Majesty the L.ire King's 
efforts in the service of tin* homeland and 
the citizens. They also highlighted the 
educational, ecuntnic and cultural 
achievements during his lifetime. 

They said the llnshemiles, since the 
launch of the great aiah revolt, embodied 
tile principles of justice, equality, wcll- 


RfA RA^AILY - FEBHUARY15, 1999 

~~ MALAYSIAN PM 
PAYS VISIT TO KING 

Majesty King Abdullah and Princess Rail in Sunday met 
if rime Minister of Malaysia Mahathir Bin Mohammad 
d his wife. The Prime Minister apologised for nut being 
It to attend the Funeral of His Majesty the Late King 
SSein adding char he and his wife came as soon as rhey 
Id. King Abdullah expressed his appreciation at their 
. He also congratulated His Majesty King Abdullah for 
ming his new responsibilities as Monarch of the coun- 
wishing him all success and prosperity. 

AND OUEEN NOOR 

Majesty Queen Noor Sunday met with Prime Minister of 
ysia Mahathir Bin Mohammad and his wife at Bab Al Salam. 
Prime Ministr apologized for not being able to attend the 
raj adding that be and his wife came as soon as rhey could. 

Eli Noor expressed her appreciation at their visit, describing 
much His Majesty King Hussein valued Jordan's relations 
Malaysia, which is a "modem dynamic and yet very authen- 
Muslim country.” 

ifthe Prime Minister said that His Majesty King Hussein’s pres- 
1s missed, especially as "a leader with a moderating Influ- 
over the area” adding that “hopefully King Abdullah will 
in his father's footsteps. ” The Queen affirmed that His 
King Abdullah is "determined to give life and dynamism 
his father's dreams and legacy." She added that Jordan has a 
special place with countries around the world because of 
Majesty King Hussein's ‘'efforts and personal contact'' and 
t King Abdullah "inherits that wonderful legacy, which he will 


The Prime Minister's wife expressed her regret that Queen 
Noor could not attend the fourth conference of the International 
Steering Committee on the Economic Advancement of rural 
Wbnwn (ISC) that was held in Malaysia last October. Queen 
being and a dignified life for Noor, who had hosted the third ISC conference in Amman, said 
The speakers commended fe'lhai llu 1 Malaysian meeting had “advanced the prospects and 
I [is Majesty the Late King Hurk , P mmmotl ihr needs of niral women-politically and socially." 

the comprehensive develr;' ~ ~ ? ~ ~ nr ~ ~ 

Jordan. i 

They paid tributes to Hisfi- 

Hussein’s vision, bravery TT T * 
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HRH Princess Basina paid a visit to the tomb or HM late King 
Hussein. The Princess was accompanied by Princess Mima and 
Princess Alia. They recited the opening verses of the Holy Quran 
as a prayer for die Late King's soul — Petra. 






Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Bin Mohammad and his 
espouse on Sunday left Amman after a brief state visit to Jordan 
to offer condolences to His Majesty King Abdullah and Queen 
Noor over the passing away of the late His Majesty King Hussein. 

During his visit, the Malasyian Premier and spouse met with 
His Majesty King Abdullah, Princess Rauia and Queen Noor to 
whom they extended their condolences over the passing away of 
His Majesty the late King Hussein — Petra. 




Tiie Dean of Planning and Administration faculty .it the Balqa'a 
Ui live i TsiLy, Jamil Jalloudi discussed with the German planning expert, 
Kraus a number of issues regarding tiie I acuity's programs and activ- 
ities. in addition to the possibilities of cooperation in this field. Kraus 
will deliver several lectin es to the students majoring in planning. 1 1n* 
lectures will address di fie rent aspects of planning. He will also par- 
ticipate in ounlmiing >i comprehensive study of the administrative 
and liiiiincial Miuation in municipalities in Jordan — Petra. 


HOURANI MEETS 
EGYPTIAN 
AMBASSADOR 

The Minister of Industry and 
Commerce Mohammad S.afeh 
al-Hourani received yesterday 
morning the Egyptian 
Ambassador to Jordan, Hani 
Riyad. They discussed bilateral 
relations with focus on develop- 
ing economic and commercial 
ties. 

Among the issues tackled was 
exchanging expertise of both 
countries, it was agreed, both 
benefit from each other’s expe- 
riences in the field of encourag- 
ing investment — Petra. 


KING RECEIVES CABLI 


His spirit will remain a guiding light 


His Majesty King Abdullah Bin Al-I iussein received a 
cable of condolences from the president of Niger 
Ibrahim Malnassara over the passing away of the 
late King Hussein. 

Mr.Mninassara expressed in his name and on 
behalf the people of Niger deep sorrow over the 
death of King Hussein. 

He said that King Hussein's death is a groju loss 
for both the Arab and Islamic nations, noting (hat 
the king was a man of peace who always called lor 
stability in the middle east. Ilis Majesty also 
received a similar cable from the President of 
Madagascar in which he expressed in his name anil 
on behalf of the people of Madagascar deep sorrow 
over the passing away of the late King Hussein. 

In Ills cable the President said (hat the death of 
the late King was a loss for the Jordanian people 
and the Arab World as a whole — Pena. 


'Hie President of Uganda serial 
I lis Majesty 

I lis Majesty, King Abdullah, neo^' 
fence cable front (be president of 
Kagutla in which Ire and on behdfofl# 
government extended his deepest 
parity lo tire Royal family and thej^-’ 
over lire death of late King Hussefo 
In his cable, Kagutta 
achievements, especially life coffin® 5 


peace process. • ,• •• . 

King Abdullah Bln Al Husseffl . 
telegrams of condolences ftomfW* . 
Republic of Croatia, FjrarJo W* v 
Chief Cleric Mohammad ... 

expressed their deep symp^l^.-^, 
people and the Royal ' 


NEW ISSUE 
OF AWQAF 
BULLETIN 

The Public relations Department 
at the Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Issued a new issue 
of Al Diya bulletin. 

The Issue includes different 
subjects around Salah Al Dine 
M inbar and the opening of 
number, of mosques across the 
Kingdom as well as other cul- 
tural and social issues —Petra. 


PAPER SUSPENDED DURING 
EDITOR'S TRIAL 

AMMAN (AFP) — A Jordanian court on Sunday suspended publication 
of a weekly newspaper here while its editor stands trial on charges of 
publishing false and insulting stories, the paper said. 

Fahd Rimawi, editor of the Ai-Majed weekly, is charged with ''insulting 
the monarch, publishing false information about the prime minister and 
members of the government and attacks on the security service.”He was 
briefly detained on February 4 and then released on bail. Tiie paper said 
it had been banned until the trial is over, but no date for the proceedings 
has yet been set. Rimawi wrote that Prince Hassan, who was dismissed 
as heir to the throne last month by King Hussein just before Ilfs death, 
laid his revolver down before the king and asked .to be shot if Hussein . 
■thought he was a traitor. 

In previous issues Rimawi had called for die prime mihlster and his 
cabinet to resign. — ftstra. ' , ' 
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The British Airways family extends its deepest condolences to 

His Majesty 

King Abdullah Bin Al Hussein, 

The Royal Family and the grieving nation 
on the passing of our guiding light 

His Majesty 

King Hussein Bin Talal 

• ■ • • 

We will miss his dedication to the nation, and will use his 
teachings in every day of our lives 

% 
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May God Rest His Soul 
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BAGHDAD (DPA) — Iraqi prisoners who have served at least half 
their prison sentences can now buy their freedom paying 2 mil- 
lion dinars (Sl.tiOO) for each remaining year of their sentences, 
the weekly Al Mussawir Al Arabi reported Sunday. The weekly said 
the measure will apply to common law criminals, but prisoners on 
charges of threatening state security, theft, fraud and drug traf- 
ficking are excluded. The average salary of a state employee in 
Iraq is around S3 per month. 





CAIRO (AFP) — Tlie deputy editor of an Egyptian government 
newspaper has been charged for slandering a state official, judi- 
cial sources said Sunday. Gala! Aref from the weekly Aklibar Al 
Yom will stand trial in the high state security court following a 
complaint against him by the secretary of the Consultative 
Council. Snrwat Abaza. Abaza said Aref had accused him, in an 
article published last year in the opposition Al Arabi paper, of 
"using his parliamentary immunity to proffer insults and obsceni- 
ties." Aref responded to the complaint five months ago with a 
counter charge, alleging that Abaza had insulted him in his week- 
ly column in the government daily Al Ahram. Another journalist 
who angered Abaza, former editor of the independent weekly Al 
Dostur, Ganial Fall mi Hussein, served five months of a six-month 
sentence last year before being freed on appeal. 




DAMASCUS (AFP) — One of the two leading Palestinian opposi- 
tion factions said Sunday that Palestinian President Yasser Arafat's 
proposal for a confederation with Jordan was “destructive.” Hie 
Damascus-based Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) described the idea as “fresh proof of the destructive policy 
followed by the Oslo group." It said in a statement that the pro- 
posal furthered US-lsraeli plans, which were to ignore Palestinian 
national rights and ‘Teach solutions to suit their own interests." 
“The priorities of the Palestinian program are to continue the 
struggle to liberate the land, dismantle the settlements and recov- 
er their rights and in particular the establishment of a Palestinian 
state with Jerusalem as its capital," the PFLP said. Arafat told a 
mass rally of his supporters in the West Bank town of Hebron on 
Friday that he was prepared to agree to a political confederation 
of the Palestinian territories with Jordan if the Jordanians wanted 
it. But Jordan said the proposal was premature and should not be 
discussed before the establishment of an independent Palestinian 
state. The PFLP, led by George Habash, is a member of Arafat’s 
Palestine Liberation Organization but rejects the Israeli- 
Palestinian pence process. 




ASYUT (AFP) — Nine Islamists convicted of murder were facing a 
re-trial here Sunday after authorities threw out a "lenient" verdict 
sentencing them only to three years in prison, Egyptian officials 
said. Tire Asyut state security court in southern Egypt sentenced 
nine members of the Jamaa Islamiyya to three years in prison each 
in May 1995 for murdering three policemen and two Coptic 
Christians in 1992. But Prime Minister Kamal Al Ganzuri, in his 
capacity as military governor, refused the verdict and demanded a 
retrial, judicial officials said. Only four of the convicted appeared 
in court Sunday while the other five are being tried in absentia. 
Legal experts said they expected the new trial ,fo issue a harsher 
verdict to replace the original "lenient" ruling. A new hearing has 
been set for April 19. The' Egyptian authorities accuse the Jamaa 
Islamiyya of being behind an anti-government terror campaign 
that has claimed more than 1,300 lives since 1992. I 


IRAQ URGES UN TO STOP US ATTACKS 
SLAMS UN PANELS AS 'WASTE OF TIME 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
urged the United Nations on 
Sunday to halt US and British 
air strikes and said the UN 
panels set up to review links 
with Baghdad after a two- 
month hiatus were a "waste 
of time." 

Diplomats posted here, 
meanwhile, said the “war of 
attrition' in the air” between 
Washington and Baghdad was 
likely to continue until a solu- 
tion to the Iraqi crisis takes 
shape at the United Nations. 

The United Nations “must 
intervene immediately to call 
on parties involved to halt the 
aggression," said Iraq’s ruling 
Baath party. 

Al Tliawra, the party's 
newspaper, said the attacks in 
■‘no-fly’' zones over southern 
and northern Iraq since 
December amounted to a "fla- 
grant violation of the UN 
charter, international law and 
Security Council resolutions." 

"Nothing in the Security 
Council resolutions autho- 
rizes the United States and 
Britain or any other country 
to impose rhese air exclusion 
zones,’’ the newspaper insist- 
ed. 

Al Thawra accused Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait and Turkey of 


playing “an active role in the 
aggression" by allowing US 
and British warplanes to use 
their bases and airspace. 

TRe Arab League should 
also take action, it said. 

Six civilians have been 
killed and several others 
wounded in a new escalation 
of air strikes on Iraq since 
Thursday, according to Iraqi 
authorities. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz vowed last week 
that Iraq would continue to 
challenge the US-led over- 
flights, "no matter what the 
sacrifices and the conse- 
quences." 

On Friday, Iraq gained sup- 
port from Russian Foreign 
Minister Igor Ivanov who said 
the civilian deaths were "com- 
pletely unacceptable" and 
noted the zones were set rip 
without a specific Security 
Council resolution. 

With neither side ready to 
back down, President Saddam 
Hussein is determined to 
combat the overflights to 
prove his forces can still 
defend the country in the 
wake of the Desert Fox air 
war, diplomats said. 

"In the eyes of its people, 
Iraq is trying lo demonstrate 


that it still has the capacity tn 
defend the country's integrity 
and sovereignly," a high-rank- 
ing Western diplomat said. 

lie saw no early end to the 
clashes. 

“The tension in the exclu- 
sion zones will continue, per- 
haps until the prospect of a 
solution to Iraq emerges 
within the Security Council," 
the diplomat said. 

Rut Aziz, said Sunday the 
Three UN panels unveiled in 
New York on Friday were a 
“waste of time" and an obsta- 
cle to Baghdad’s campaign tn 
secure a lifting of sanctions. 

“The work of these com- 
missions does not concern us. 
Iraq is not a participant in this 
game," he said in an interview 
published by the Emirati 
newspaper Al Khalcej. 

Aziz said the panels were 
set up to conceal divisions 
within the Security Council, 
between the United States 
and Britain which take a hard 
line and Russia and France 
which arc more sympathetic 
toward Baghdad. 

He also protested that the 
panels would effectively hold 
up any talk of lifting UN sanc- 
tions until April, "something 
which is damaging for Iraq 


a,,d w, 'lch Iraq cm 
accept." 

The disarmament pantij, ! 
example, was not rel^-i 
because "the question l\ 
already been resolved,’ &:■ 
said, referring to Iraq's^’ 
tion that it has met 't; 
demands to eliminate -j 
weapons of mass destnict.il 

“We call on the Sew,,; 
Council to hold discurj 
with Iraq and not to at,] 

delaying procedures," he 

The Council also uiwt^ 
panels on the homaniisv] 
situation in Iraq and isrV 
left unresolved from Iraqi, 
1990 invasion of Kwui 
notably prisoners, as pan c, 
an overall review of tieui 1 
Baghdad. 

The technical panels utt* 
conclude their reviews t>, 
April 15, while Iraq has b«:, 
calling for an immediate!;: 
ing of sanctions which h-. 
been in force since the bt 
sion of Kuwait. 

The initiative follows ■ 
paralysis within the Sean-'; 
Council over Iraq since tf- 
US-led Desert Fox air war ■ 
mid-December launched i 
punish Baghdad fonts ref.; 
ed failure to cooperate b- 
with UN arms inspectors 


IRAQI DEPUTY PM 
ARRIVES IN TURKEY 


ANKARA (AFP) — Iraq's 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz arrived in Turkey Sunday 
to try to persuade Ankara to 
stop allowing US and British 
warplanes using its bases tu 
patrol no-lly zones over Iraq. 

The visit lias met with 
unease on the part of the 
United States, which relies on 
the bases to carry out surveil- 
lance flights over the north- 
ern no-fly zone. 

Aziz entered Turkish terri- 
tory at 11:20 a.m. (0920 
GMT) from the Habur border 
gate in southeastern Anatolia 
on the border with Iraq, the 
Anatolia news agency said. 

The Iraqi deputy premier 
and his delegation then 
boarded two helicopters to 
fly to the southeastern 
Turkish province of 
Diyarbakir. 

Aziz was expected to move 
onto the capital Ankara later 
Sunday for meetings due to 
start on Monday. 

Aziz's visit comes at a time 
of tension between Turkey 
and Iraq. over the presence of 


the US and British planes. 

The no-fly zones, imposed 
after the 1991 Gulf War to 
protect Iraq’s Kurdish and 
Shiite minorities, extend 
north of rite 36th parallel and 
up to the 33rd parallel in the 
south, reaching the outskirts 
of Baghdad. 

There have been clashes in 
the no-fly zones between US 
planes and Iraqi air defenses 
since Operation. Desert Fox - 
four days of joint British and 
US air strikes on Iraq in 
December. 

in an interview in a Turkish 
newspaper Friday, Aziz said 
he would raise the question 
of US and British planes using 
the Incirlik airbase in south- 
ern Turkey for patrol opera- 
tions during his visit. 

"The use of Incirlik air base 
by American planes to bomb 
Iraq is a blemish on Iraqi- 
TUrkish relations. We must 
eliminate this blemish,” Aziz 
said. 

Turkish Prime Minister 
Bulent Ecevit said Turkey 
would make "constructive 


proposals” lor a solution tn 
the Iraqi crisis. 

Ecevit has previously said 
he was working on updating 
a plan (or the region which 
he first prepared in 1996. 

The plan Includes reassur- 
ing Baghdad about its territo- 
rial integrity, lifting the trade 
embargo if Iraq complies with 
UN resolutions and helping to 
start a dialogue between 
Baghdad and Kurdish groups 
in northern Iraq. 

The Turkish dally 
Cumliuriyet said Sunday that 
Turkey would also warn Iraq 
over what it sees as tolerance 
of Kurdish rebels In Iraqi ter- 
ritory. 

According to the daily,' 
Ankara had information that 
some 6;000 members of the 
separatist Kurdish Labor 
Party (PKK) had set up camp 
to the south of the 36th par- 
allel after being forced to flee 
from northern Iraq due to 
Turkish military cross-border 
operations. 

Ilirkey keeps a heavy mili- 
tary presence in southeastern 
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PEACE WITH 


SYRIA AND 


LEBANON 


LONDON (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
on Sunday said he wants a peace accord with Syria and 
Lebanon, in an interview with the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC). "We’ve got to make progress for a perma- 
nent settlement and peace with the Palestinians and addi- 
tionally with Syria and Lebanon,” Netanyahu said. "] hope 
there is an equal will on the various sides of parties," he 
added. The Israeli premier, currently campaigning for re-elec- 
tion May 17, said. "If there is an equal desire expressed by the 
government of Hafez Al Assad and if there is a genuine offer, 
1 assure you that it would be met In a genuine way by us." 
Netanyahu said he is sure of being re-elected prime minister 
in May. "I’m sure the people of Israel will choose the right 
path and 1 think we have the right path," he said. 



A Syrian waves his national Hag from the Syrian-controlled Golan Heights to people living In the village ofl Ma|dal 
Shams (opposite) located In the Israeli-occupied part of the Golan Sunday, to mark the 17th anniversary of the upris- 
ing of Syrians against Israel's annexation of the heights. AFP PHOTO l 
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ISRAELI JETS RAID SUSPECTED 


GUERRILLA BASE IN SOUTH 




PALESTINIAN 
MUFTI ACCUSES 
ISRAEL OF TRYING 
TO EXPEL HIM 
FROM JERUSALEM 


PALESTINIAN GROUP EXPEL5 
HAWATMEH'S DFLP OVER 
WEIZMAN HANDSHAKE 



OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The 
Mufti of Jerusalem. Akram Sabri, said 
Sunday that Israel was trying to expel 
him from Jerusalem. "The Israeli police 
told the Waqf [the administration of 
Islamic affairs] that 1 have to move out 
of my Jerusalem office," the Mufti - the 
official in charge of the affairs of 
Palestinian Muslims - told AFP. 

“This is an interference from the 
radical right in Israel in our religious 
affairs. 1 am not a politician, but rather 
a clergyman - we reject this interfer- 
ence,” Sabri added. The Israeli police 
told AFP that they would investigate 
the Mufti’s allegations. 

Sabri was appointed by Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat almost four 
years ago and is officially a member of 
the Palestinian National Authority. 


Damascus (DPA) — A Palestinian umbrella group based in Syiia 
on Sunday expelled the Democratic Front for the liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) because its leader Nayef llawainieli shook 
hands with Israeli President lizer Weizmnn earlier this week in 
Amman. 

The National Committee, which sprang from die National 
Palestinian Conference, cancelled Sunday the membership of the 
DFLP. 

A statement issued by the committee said that the decision 
came in response to Hawatiueli’s handshake with VYeizinan dur- 
ing the fiineral last Monday of King Hussein of Jordan. 

“We condemn Hawatmeh's behavior because it has done 
major damage to the Palestinian cause and is aimed at obstruct- 
ing the re-building of the national Palestinian project." the state- 
ment said. 

it added that Hawatmeh's behavior "poses a violation of die 
National Palestinian Charter and the resolutions of the National 
Palestinian Conference." 

In a first reaction, DFLP spokesman Ali Badwan issued a state- 
ment saying such a step was "a surprise" for his group. "We con- 
demn this measure and we will never respond to any blackmail 


SMTetBry-OGnoral of Hezbollah addresses a gathering In Beirut Sunday, on the occasion 
•t U!amlc Resistance solidarity Day. Nosrallah spoke about the continued reslsfancee 
against Israel In occupied southern Lahanon. AFP PHOTO 


TYRE (AP) — Israeli warplanes fired at a sus- 
PWed guerrilla base in southern Lebanon on 
Sunday. Lebanese security officials said. 

1e Israeli jets fired at least one air-to-sur- 
ace mJssilc a t a valley between the Shiite 
R US |rn v 'H a ges of Zibqine and Jabal Al 

. ** ° Um ’ l ' le °*Yl c ials said, speaking on cus- 
tomary condition oF anonymity. 

tius CrC WBre n ° * mme d' ate reports of casual-. 

^ The villages near the southern port of Tyre 
, l ” f n area °^ en used by Hizbollah guerril- 
t!! 1 ""* at,adts °" Israeli troops, 
tv -°! >|,S PatTOl lsr * e,,s self-stjled'-securl- 

up in iciat* 1 SOllt * lern Lebanon, which was set 
5 to try to prevent dross-border guer- 


rilla attacks. 

Sunday’s air raid followed a series of attacks 
claimed by Iranian-backed Hizbollah fighters 
against Israeli outposts in the enclave. 

A Hizbollah statement said the guerrillas 
ambushed with “appropriate weapons" four 
Israeli positions in the western sector of the 

zone. , 

The statement said the attacks Inflicted 

casualties among Israeli droops, but Lebanese 
security official? in the area, said they had.no 

such reports, ; ■ 1 

Hizbollah, or the Party of God, has led the 

fight to try to oust 1.500 Israeli troops apd the 
2,500 allied militiaihen from south Lebanon. 


ARAB LEAGUE MAKES 'URGENT' 
REQUEST TO SYRIA FOR MEETING 

ON IRAQ EMBARGO 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab League 
made an “uigenr" request to 
Syria on Sunday to convene the 
planned meeting of the league's 
ministerial follow-up committee 
on lifting the embargo against 
Iraq. . ■ 

Arab League Secretary General 
Esmat Abdul Meguid told 
reporters here he had sent an 
"urgent message" to Syrian 
Foreign Minister Faruq Al Share, 
due to chair the meeting, to con- 


vene the ministers as soon as 
possible. 

A League official who asked 
not to be named said earlier (his 
month that the pan-Arab organi- 
zation had drafted a plan to work 
with China, Ftance and Russia to 
end the embargo . 

He. said the plan .centers on 
"serious” cooperation with 
China, France and Russia, the 
three permanent members of the 
UN Security Council which are 


opposed to maintaining the sanc- 
tions against Baghdad. 

The proposal focuses on "the 
Arab world's total opposition to 
any attack on Iraq's territorial 
Integrity and any interference in 
its internal affairs," the official 
said, adding that It would also 
call on Baghdad to "prove its 
good intentions toward Kuwait." 

Iraq has been Under jJN sanc- 
tions since Its 1 990 invasion of . 
Kuwait that led to the Gulf War, . ' 
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Palestinian palace guard protestors, chantln anti- Israel slogans, near IskcHOmSk* 
and Kfar Darem settlements' crossing In Gaza Strip Sunday. 
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A Palestinian child watchos an Israel APC as It closes the main road near Israeli settle- 
ments In the center of Gaza Strip 14 Feb. 
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ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS IN GAZA 


BRITISH 
JUNIOR TRADE 
MINISTER 
VISITS EGYPT 

CAIRO |AFP) — Britain's junior Trade 
Minister Brian Wilson stressed the 
importance of building new trade part- 
nerships in Egypt during talks here 
Sunday with Egyptian Prime Minister 
Kamal Al Ganznri. 

Britain is Egypt’s sixth largest trade 
partner, with exports to Egypt last year 
running at more than S8Q0 million, 
and imports from Egypt reaching 
about hair that amount, according to 
official estimates. 

In November a delegation oT 100 
British business leaders visited Egypt 
as part of a trade initiative sponsored 
by the British government to explore 
new business ventures. 

The mission has so far led to more 
than four million pounds sterling 
(S6.76 million) in new business, Wilson 
said in London before his departure. 

During his four-day stay Wilson will 
meet several Egyptian government 
officials and attend a major power 
exhibit opening here Tuesday. 

He is also expected to announce an 
extension ol the UK-Egypt Partnership 
Project which encourages small busi- 
ness in both countries to set up joint 
ventures. 

Britain considers Egypt as one of the 
10 markets most likely to grow over 
the next few years. 

The Egyptian economy has been 
growing ar around five percent annual- 
ly and the government embarked on 
an ambitious privatization drive in 
1991. 


GUSH KATIF, Gaza Strip (AFP) — Dozens of Palestinians 
demonstrated Sunday against Israeli settlements in the 
Gaza Strip, blocking the road that leads to the Jewish set- 
tlements there, witnesses said. 

A fist fight erupted between an Israeli soldier and a 
Palestinian policemen when the Israeli army came to 
open the road to allow Jewish settlers access to their 
homes, Palestinian sources said. 

The Palestinian Committee against Settlement, a Gaza 
based non-governmental organization issued a state- 
ment demanding that “Israel stop confiscation of 
Palestinian land, kick sertlers out and open the coast 
ruad linking Gaza City and the southern town on Rafah." 


1 

The Israeli army said ill a statement that they™/ 
Palestinian gathering ns illegal and grave. 

"We view the Palestinians' intention to block diet 
as a serious marrer. We view it as a violation of Ihejf 
mem,” it said, referring to autonomy agreement r. 
which Israel maintains control of the area in questk:, 

"We wish to emphasize that we will take the nete: 
action if there are any further violations of the a^ 
ment." the statement added. 

The army called on the Palestinian National Auih;- 
to fulfil its obligations and take the necessary k. 
against the organizers of the demonstration. 


GERMAN, EGYPTIAN MINISTRY 
EXPRESS CONCERN OVER 
PEACE PROCESS DEADLOCK 


CAIRO (AFP) — Germany and Egypt expressed deep 
concern on Sunday over the deadlock in the Arab-lsradi 
peace process and pledged to renew efforts to revive 
the stalled negotiations. 

German Foreign Minister Josclika Fischer and his 
Egyptian counterpart. Amr Mussa made the remarks as 
Fischer wrapped up a regional tour at dawn that took 
him to Israel, the Palestinian territories. Syria, Lebanon, 
Jordan and Yemen. 

Before heading for Paris, Fischer, whose country 
holds the rotating presidency of the European Union 
if LI), told reporters: "We are all engaged in this process 
and we are very upset over the obstacles that it is fac- 
ing." 

“We are working with... Israel, the Palestinians and 
our American friends to find a solution to reach an 
agreement on a comprehensive and lasting peace." 

Mussa stressed Egypt’s readiness to bring its own 
contributions to the peace process and to re-start 
Palestinian-lsraeli peace negotiations. 

"Egypt is exerting maximum efforts," Mussa said. 

Fischer and Mussa also discussed preparations for 
President Hosui Mubarak's visit to Germany on Feb. 24, 
Iraq and European-Mediterranean relations. 

Fischer arrived Saturday evening in Cairo from 
Amman where he met Jordan’s new monarch. King 
Abdullah II, and pledged the continued support of 
Germany and the EU to Jordan after the death of King 
Hussein. 

"We must find ways to solve the problems which 
Jordan obviously has in the economic sector because 
we are very interested in stability here in Jordan," he 
said, adding that “practical help" would be discussed at 
an upcoming meeting of EU foreign ministers. 

Earlier Saturday, Fischer met Syrian President Hafez 
Al Assad in Damascus and stressed the need for 


progress in the peace process, saying "the alternative is 
very dangerous, it’s war." 

Syrian-fsraeli peace negotiations have been frozen 
since February 1996 amid Israel's refusal to withdraw 
from the occupied Golan Heights. 

EU Middle East envoy Miguel Angel Moratinos who 
accompanied Fischer said lie would continue his region- 
al shuttle diplomacy to try and revive peace negotia- 
tions between Israel, Syria and Lebanon, 

On Friday, Fischer held talks in k'banon with Prime 
Minister Salim Hoss and gave Israel a hoosr saying its 
security concerns should be taken into account in nego- 
tiations on Israel's pullout from soul hern Lebanon. 

Beirut is refusing to offer security guarantees for 
northern Israel should Israeli troops withdraw from the 
"security zone" the Jewish state occupies in southern 
Lebanon. Fischer met Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat on Thursday and said the EU was dedicated to 
encouraging all sides to implement the land-for-securi- 
ty Wye River peace agreement signed in October, 

But in Israel the German minister ran into Israeli 
anger over what officials there described as European 
Union pro-Palestinian bias. 

Fisclier on Thursday met with President Ezcr 
Weizman and then held talks with Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu on his first trip to Israel as 
Germany's foreign minister. 

On his first stop in Yemen, Fischer met President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh to discuss the recent spate of kidnap- 
pings of German and other foreigners by Yemeni tribes- 
men. 

Germany, he said, will continue to support develop- 
ment schemes in Yemen, one of the poorest countries 
in the world which has received around S720 million 

from Bonn over the past 20 years in direct aid and 
loans. ■ : 


INDIAN- PAKISTAN I MRS URGE 
STEPS TO AVOID NUCLEAR RACE 

T he two-day conference fromZAKARIA AL-SHIKH Prime Minister of India to %. ^ fcrencc in Islamabad, urging nuclear lionih The Islam! 

of Indian and Pakistani In Islamabad Pakistan is in itself consid- o 9 both countries "to resist the Nuclear btnnb, but we don’ 

parliamentarians con- Vaioavee to klainah.irt ered a great achievements in flrwM nem/r: t development, flight testing .-all other bombs the lewis! 


T he two-day conference 
of Indian and Pakistani 
parliamentarians con- 
cluded here Saturday with no 
consensus on major issues, 
but with a resolution to con- 
tinue dialogue. They intend 
to meet again in New Delhi 
later this year. 

The conference brought 
about 100 parliamentarians 
from the two countries for 
the first time In 50 years to 
the Pakistani capital, as a 
move to reduce tension in 
i he continent and to prepare 
a hormonous environment 
before the visit of the Indian 
Prime Minister Atal Behari 


from ZAKARIA AL-SHIKH 

In Islamabad 

Vajpayee to Islamabad, 
scheduled for the 20 th of this 
month. 

"The two-day conference 
of MPS from India and 
Pakistan is a positive move in 
the right direction which 
helps the two countries to 
avoid a nuclear race and 
solve the Kashmir issue in an 
amicable and peaceful man- 
ner," Mohammed Siddiq 
Kanjo, the Minister of State 
for foreign affairs told the 
Arab Daily. 

"The scheduled visit of the 


Prime Minister of India to 
Pakistan is in itself consid- 
ered a great achievements in 
the complex relations 
between the two countries. 
We expect a lot of develop- 
ments during the visit," he 
added. 

During the last two days, 
speaker after speaker 
debuted various Issues in a 
frank and often emotional 
manner, both in open and 
closed-door sessions, sensing 
that India and Pakistan may 
be close to signing the 
Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty (CTBT). 

Meanwhile, Former Prime 




Minister Benazir Bhutto on 
Saturday urged India and 
Pakistan to accept u morato- 
rium on fissile material pro- 
duction and adhere quickly 
to the CTBT. 

"Today I call upon India 
and Pakistan to jointly or 
individually adhere quickly to 
tile CTBT and a moiatoriiini 
on fissile material produc- 
tion," she told the first linlo- 
Pakistan parliamentary con- 


ference in Islamabad, urging 
both countries “to resist Lire 
development, flight testing 
and storage of ballistic 
weapons and strengthen 
export control on nuclear 
technology- " 

The Information Minister, 
Shahid Hussein, told the Arab 
Daily that "our Nuclear capa- 
bilities are directed towards 
one main We want to solve 
the issue of Kashmir and pro- 
tect our security. Our nuclear 
program has nothing ro do 
with any other contliris in 
the wnrlil , including the 
Middle Fast." 

"Our ciu'inics called mir 


iniclcar homh The Islamic 
Nuclear btnnb, hut we don't 
call other bombs the Jewish. 
Christian or Hindo bombs, 
despite the fact that they 
have it too,” he added. 

Addressing the issue of 
Muslim pride in the Pakistani 
nuclear capability achieve- 
ments, Shahid Hussein said 
"if there is pride in the 
achievement of any fellow 
Muslim it is natural, because 
we share in each others' joys 
and sufferings. If there is a 
success, we also sliaie that 
success." 


ALBRIGHT BRINGS SERBIAN AND 
ALBANIAN NEGOTIATORS TOGETHER 
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'ISRAELI 

PRESSURE ON PNA 
CAUSED RISE IN 
ABUSES' 

GAZA CITY (AP) — Israel's security dara^ 
the Palestinians resulted in a rise in hum# 17 
violations by the Palestinian National td* 
(PNA)in 1998, a human rights group said & 
Hie PNA cracked down on the Palestinian op? 1 - 1 
tiun soon after Israel and the Palestinians sy 
the US-brokered Wye River land-far-*^ 
agreement in October 1998, the 
Center for Human Rights said in a suiwna^ 
annual report. In exchange forafurtherv®* 
al from the West Bank, Israel demanded W. 
Palestinians contain anti-Israel element* 
froze Wye in December, accusing the ftw® 
of not containing incitement and in same 
encouraging it. 

"More arrests led to an Increase in tort* ® ' 

Raji Sourani, the director of the center.^, 

of expression was restricted to counter 
claims of incitement." 

Sourani- cited as examples the hot* j, 
Hamas spiritual leader Sheikh 
statements lie made after a suickie“®®|* ._ 
Israel and the continued detention « . 

400 Palestinians without trial. It said |> 
stiuited a rise, but did not offer 19^^; 

Sourani said die center viewed the x 
dated role for the United States in 
security guarantees as a dangerous 
because it adds to the pressure 
Palestinian police dilef Ghazj Jap* . 
that the security forces do nOt.tate^, 
any outside factor. ‘As fer as the ■« 

in a building process which , ■ -\ 
process," Jaball said. : J jJ' J ut : 

The center also faulted PNA j • 

an attorney general for seven ^ 

a chief justice for almost a yW 
"Nowhere in the .wprid j.ha^r 
Sourani said. "This prove? ; 

for the law by .the. Palestinian £ ; ft 

■« Rv 

• ■ ■ 'iM 


KAMBOUILLET, (AP) — U.S. Secretary of Slate 
Madeleine Albright, bringing together Serbian 
and Albanian negotiators toy ul her formally for 
the first lime in a week or Kosovo peace talks, 
said Sunday she was able to convince the 
Albanians that the six-nation peace plan to end 
die conflict was a "fair deal." 

Bin the most Albright could say about the Serb 
side was tliar they were willing to consider her 
warning that rhe parties face a fork in the road 
between peace and more con Ilia. 

'They were very interested in hearing wliat I 
had to say. “Albright said as she stood outside 
ihe Mill century French chateau in Ranibouillet, 
near Paris. 

Albright met with the two sides of the conflict 
Sunday in an effort to assess the progress of the 


talks tliar started a week earlier. 

KAMBOUILLET: week earlier. 

Albriylit said negotiators "see it in ilieir inter- 
est "to accept the plan which would give the 
Albanians self rule hut not independence, indi- 
cating the talks would extend into a second 
week. 

Albright said she saw enough "justification’' 10 
keep going with the peace talks. 

"They recognize this is an historic opportunity 
and that the killing must stop," she said of the 
two delegations. 

Earlier Sunday, Albright delivered a stem mes- 
sage to Serbian President Milan Milutinovic, urg- 
ing the Serbs to get down to business at the 
Kosovo peace talks or face NATO bombs. 
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ALBANIAN PREMIER SAYS U.S 
WOULD PROTECT ALBANIA 


KOSOVO ALBANIANS CANNOT EXPECT 
TOTAL INDEPENDANCE — ITALIAN FM 


Tirana |DPA) — Prime Minister 
Pandeli M a jko said on Sunday 
the United States would pro- 
tect Albania againsr possible 
Serb aggression. 

Tire United Stares would 
react if the sovereignty of 
Albania was violated," Majko 

said ,n interview published 
in the government newspaper 
frri i Popullit. 

The prime minister, who 
ft turned last week from a visit 
Ure United Slates, described 

, ,aiks w ‘th U.S. officials as 
uciessl'ul and encouraging and 
1 erred to the United States as 
Albania's greatest ally. 

1 darned that the failure of 
't' current talks between Serbs 
d', K ?* OVo Albanians in 
f.:"' b T llel "Mr Paris would 


bring the 


prospects of war in 


rove? le "Eton even closer. 


“I think that we shall have a 
strengthening of the elements 
for a military solution of the cri- 
sis," he said. 

The Albanian premier said a 
continued conflict in Kosovo 
would also increase the risk of 
Albania’s involvement in the 
conflict. 

"No one should think that 
Albania could stay away from a 
long-term conflict In Kosovo," 
he said. 

Majko reiterated his earlier 
statements about a reaction by 
all Albanians against continued 
Serb massacres in the province. 

“I am convinced that the day 
when a new massacre would 
occur in Kosovo, the Albanians 
in the north and In the south 
would be engaged In 'a collec- 
tive self-defense." he said. . . 

According to the; pripre, min- 


ister. Albania was already mak- 
ing preparations to cope both 
with “a peaceful solution and 
the self- defense of the nation." 

"I think that every prime 
minister should care to protect 
the national security of his 
country," he said. 

Majko stressed, however, 
that after his meetings in 
Washington the possibility of a 
war seemed remote. . 

‘T think that in view of the 
U.S. commitment for peace the 
chances of war are reduced to 
almost nil,” he said. 

The independent daily 
Gazeta Shqiptare reported on 
Sunday that the country’s mili- 
. tary authorities were continu- 
ing to hire paid soldiers ,to 
boosr the army's military, pres- 
ence along Albania's borders 
with Yugoslavia. . 


PARIS (AFP) — Kosovo Albanians 
should stop pushing for inde- 
pendence from Yugoslavia and 
accept the autonomy outlined in 
the proposed peace plan, Italian 
Foreign Minister Lamberto Dini 
said Sunday. 

"The international community 
is ready ro guarantee you sub- 
stantial autonomy, but you can- 
not expect more than that,” Dini 
said during a news conference, 
in comments directed at the 
Kosovar delegation. 

Dini was about to join the 
EU's 14 other foreign ministers 
at the German embassy in Paris 
to take stock of Kosovo peace 
talks underway In nearby 
Rambouillet and set out a 
European polity for the conflict. 

“We are here to define a com- 
mon policy on the Kosovo con- ' 
filet and to adopt a European; 
position . on - the RHm|]dULl)et< ; 


negotiations," German Foreign 
Minister Joschka Fischer told 
reporters. 

The informal meeting was 
meant ro.brief EU states that are 
not members of the six-nation 
Contact Group organizing the 
peace talks on the status of 
negotiations, a German foreign 
ministry spokesman said Friday. 

Germany, which currently 
holds the rotating EU presiden- 
cy, organized the lunch meeting. 

It was to end around 3 p.m.. 
(1400 GMT). ■ 

Ute decision to hold an EU 
meeting followed a Belgian com- 
plaint earlier this week that the. 
EU’s big powers were behaving 
as if they were the bloc's "execu- 
tive board” and treating smaller 
member states as diplomatic 
“cannon fodder." 

The Contact Group, which' 
launched the talks between the 


ITALIAN FM 

Serbian authorities and rebel 
Albanians last Saturday, was to 
meet later Sunday to cake formal 
stock of the talks and decide 
whether the warring sides have 
made enough progress. 

Provided they have, the 
Contact Group will give them 
until February 20 to strike a deal 
that will give Kosovo substantial 
autonomy but ensure it remains 
part of the Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia. 

The Contact Group , which 
includes the United States, 
Britain, France, Germany, Italy 
arid Russia , is sponsoring the 
talks in a bid to end the blood- 
shed In the Serbian province. 

whose population is 90 parent 

* 

ethnic Albanian. 

The conflict has left more 
than 2,000 people deadancl dis-, 
placed some 300,000. : . 
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THOUSANDS OF SHIITE MUSLIM 
PROTESTERS RALLY IN A PAKISTANI TOW 


MULTAN, Pakistan, (AFP) — Thousands of Shiite 
Moslems Sunday marched through a Pakistani town 
to mourn 16 community members murdered by sus- 
pected Sunni militants last month, witnesses said. 

Around 15,000 emotional protesters gathered in 
the town of Karamdad Koreishi, 50 kilometers (30 
miles) west oF this central city, and paid tribute to 
the 16 Shiite worshippers gunned down on January 
4. 

Describing the dead as “martyrs", they shouted 
slogans against Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s gov- 
ernment and vowed to avenge the killings. 

“Bye, bye Nawaz Sharif, M participants wearing 
black armbands chanted as leaders of the Sliia polit- 
ical party, the Tehrik-i-Jafaria Pakistan (TJP), deliv- 
ered vociferous speeches. 

Around 2,000 police and paramilitary rroops were 
deployed in Karamdad Koreishi and the city or 
Multan where an activist of the TJP was killed in an 
apparently religiously-motivated attack early 
Sunday. 

A total of 27 people, all of them Sliia except one 
from the majority Sunni Moslem community, have 
been killed In a series of sectarian attacks since last 
month in the southern part of Punjab province. 

Police said they had arrested 76 people in Multan 
over the past three days. 

TJP chief Allama Sajid Naqvi condemned the gov- 
ernment for what he called its failure to provide 
securiry Tor the Shiite community. 

“We know how to defend ourselves," Naqvi said. 
“Sell the assets and buy arms,'* he appealed to the 
crowd, who responded by raising their hands. 

Naqvi said the party would soon call for a protest 
strike against the "slaughtering of Shias” and 
warned the government of dire consequences . 

Around 300 people have been killed in sectarian 
violence in Punjab, the country's largest province, 
since January last year. 
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W l rk r l8d *! y P<,klrt< "* 1 premier Ben.lr BhuHo face Hot I a barricade 

* ,rOW Porllamenl building In Islamabad 13 Feb. police disbursed the demonstrators using bnlow.l# 

,il i**T ) ,n ® ,# “ r P«®PI»- Bhutto blamed Prime Minister Nawax Sharif and said she will ledge cp* 
complaint about the i "murderous" attack. ^ 
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MORE THAN 100,000 ATTEND 
OPPOSITION RALLY IN JAKARTA 


HINDU RADICALS 'RECONVERT 1 
CHRISTIAN TRIBESPEOPLE 


JAKARTA (AFP) — More than 
100,000 supporters of 
Indonesian opposition politi- 
cian Megawati Sukarnoputri 
crowded into a south Jakarta 
stadium Sunday to endorse her 
candidacy for the presidency. 

The huge crowd, most 
dressed in the party's trade- 
mark red, packed the 120 , 000 - 
seat Senayan sports stadium, 
shouting their endorsement for 
Megawati to lead them to vic- 
tory in elections on June 7. 

Undeterred by drizzling rain, 
the crowd overflowed Into the 
surrounding sport complex as 
streams of (lag-waving support- 
ers, some in convoys of motor- 
cycles and buses, streamed into 
the complex throughout the 
day, witnesses said. 

At the rally the parEy 
announced for the second time 
that Megawati, daughter of the 
country's first president 
Sukarno, would be their candi- 
date for the presidency follow- 
ing the June polls. 

The rally, officially called to 
launch the new logo of her 


Indonesian Democracy Party Committee," told journalists he D1NDOR1 (/ 
(Struggle) or PDI-S, marked the estimated that the overflow expanse Su 

beginning of what is expected crowd numbered 300,000 peo- to their rel 

to be a turbulent campaign pie, but the estimate could not handful am 
period leading up to the polls, be officially confirmed. they say ha 

the first since the fall of presi- Megawati, maneuvered into church in Ir 

dent Suharto In May of last political but not popular dis- Tribespe 
y ear< grace in the last years of watched si 

Audi Thmbunan, chairman of Suharto's regime, is considered chanted pi 

the rally s “Declaration one of the leading candidates tents in thl 

y ? PROTEST AGAINST CHINA'S 

v ! V:y ^ v*:H .RETBy 4AO^«lt4^ ■ D AM^ / 

i ■ _ . .i . . i • .i . • * i , ■ ■ ■ . l'. i. . ■■ . ■ v . . * i , ■ 

s.^ J,- f..; > • it v- ,■ . 

'■flPUlNG'(AFW 4 $pjrie jdflpo Oilnsse aisola^d tor the. biiild'in^^F tKn' 


D1NDORI (AP) — Hindu chants cell net I in a rural 
expanse Sunday as right-wingers "reconverted" 
to their religion 150 Christian tribespeuple - a 
handful among thousands of Illiterate villagers 
they say have been forcibly proselytized by the 
church in India. 

Tribespeople in their traditional dresses 
watched silently as Hindu priests in saffron 
chanted prayers under large colurful canvass 
tents in this central India village and welcomed 
- - - back the new converts to the 

tjrjft Hindu fold. 

,, TheVedaswilltriumph 1 ,, tluin- 
. • ■ dered an audio tape played on 

. loudspeakers at the site, hailing 

the 5.000-year-old Hindu scrip- 


l . w , H* suvemment-in protest at the way they have M .» 

, . been treated, a U&b^ed acdvlst jjroup sa jd ISundajt v r ; . . : \ • • « i r? : Men and women stepped for- 

^ ie 'NetSVoric (liwy o|Bid . rid V ; <^f the of* Cabvdne ^ ard ^ groups of l5, sc l uattIn & b V 

; sign^ th rde ? e pri ” ts who Ported them to 

■ ■ tiif ir. 96 mblainit^ pubifc' ; -' ; r '' ^ 5* "- b ,f s ° od Hindus and garlanded 

"i the rt m tT white holy threads as 

for'lbod i ; vdia tldie d? • Qn^e .conflict lt;y^[j| fewolare P n of * e conversion ceremony. 
I.'l^^ent to scrid d 6 \^. pffldaJsi to hnruiid . the ^ , P hp Stegh J udeo - a federal 

I^. ThdSignat 6 ries; ^rfdemhed ^ ;300 compensbtibrj | a . wmaker and member of Prime 


(lumsaiuls of tribespeople by forte « 1 
merit. 

“There are enough Christians In ik * 1 
there is no need to convert Hi$ 
Christianity," said Judeo, who ** 
the tribespeople as Hindu gurus chant® 

prayers. . 

Judeo, who belongs to the TrfWr 

Welfare Council, run by Hindu na^ 
he had organized similar reconvert* r, 

ings in rrlbespeople-dominated reso® j 

last 17 years. . J. 

The small turnout contrasted the 
claim that 2,000 tribal* would P" 
Newspaper reports ahead of the off * 
snid the Hindu radicals had not ft®" 
Christian tribespeople willing to 
In a nearby village of Dub,a a * 
George, a Roman Catholic parishlM^ 
of the hostility to Christians to;*** 
stem from their better educatlonr^ 


cam- 


paign against what his organiza- 
tion believes -Is. a campaign by 
Christian missionaries to convert 


them an edge in getting goyerii^'^V 

Conversions by Christian nil^H^^ 
been a sensitive Issue ill. India , 
the issue gained InteriiatlQHfll-^T-^ 
activists in a western state gpv^*^^j 
right-wing party damaged 
ened missionaries. ' ■ ! ' ' 

In January, an Australian; j 
two voung sons were bdr« d 'fnJL ' 


two young sops *vere 
eastern India In the v^rst;bfdP^?“^ ; 

■ y ■ -y .y:- >:n^;-. 
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IRANIAN GROUP SAYS 
RUSHDIE DEATH SENTENCE 
WILL BE CARRIED OUT 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Ail Iranian reli- 
gious foundation insisted 
Sunday that the death sentence 
against British author Salman 
Rushdie will be carried out. 
upping the political stakes on 
the 10th anniversary of the fatwa 
which still bedevils Iran’s rela- 
tions with the West. 

"The Idea of Rushdie's annihi- 
ladon is more alive than ever," 
said Ayatollah Hassan Sanci, 
president of the Khordad-15 
Foundation, which lias placed a 
$2.8 million bounty on Rushdie's 
head. 

"Iran is serious about defend- 
ing this historic fatwa and wants 
to sec it applied,” he told the 
hardline daily Jomhuri-Eslami. 

Sanei insisted that Iran's 
reformist government had no 
right to question the validity of 
the death sentence imposed on 
Rushdie by the late revolutionary 
leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini. 

An announcement by Foreign 
Minister Kamal Kharazi in New 
York last September that the 
Iranian government would do 
nothing to implement the 10- 
year-old death sentence had 
prompted Britain to announce 
its readiness to normalize ties. 

Jomhuri-Eslami published an 
entire special supplement dedi- 
cated to the anniversary of the 
fatwa containing calls from con- 
servative and hardline religious 
leaders for the death sentence to 
be carried out. 

Lifting the fatwa imposed on 
Rushdie because of alleged blas- 
phemy against Islam in his novel 
“The Satanic Verses" is an “illu- 
sion, said a letter from Grand 
Ayatollah Fazel Lankarani. 

'“Hie government of the 
Islamic Republic must be at the 
forefront or countries defending 
[he fatwa," he said, adding: 
Rushdie's book is in fact the 
work of the British government." 
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(files) A pointing of Mostafo Maxouh (L), a Moslem man said to have been 
killed while trying to murder Brllhish author Salman Rushdie, Is displayed 17 
Oct. 1998 on a Tehran wall, alongside Iran's late supreme leader Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini who Issued the fatwa In 1989 condemning Rushdie to 
death for his novel "The Satanic Verses". AFP PHOTO 
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The paper stressed tlinr no 
government on earth had the 
power to revoke a decree issued 
by a cleric of Khomeini's stand- 
ing. 

Other papers also expressed 
‘support for killing Rushdie and 
accused the West of using his 
case to put pressure on Iran. 

“We are sure that even those 
who have never harmed any liv- 
ing creature in their lives would 
like to kill this beast, not for the 
sake of the bounty on his head, 
but so that in the future nobody 
may dare to repeat what this dis- 
graceful and sliameless character 
has done," said the English-lan- 
guage Tehran Times. 

“The West, particularly Britain, 
is using the issue as an instru- 
ment for putting pressure on 
Iran," the paper's editorial said. 

The barrage of press attacks 
on Rushdie on the anniversary of 
the fatwa follows a string of 
hardline comments by promi- 


nent conservatives here in recent 
days. 

Khomeini's verdict is “based 
nil Islam" and cannot lie retract- 
ed, Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
said on Saturday. 

"The apostate Salman Rushdie 
will eventually be burnt in the 
fire of Muslims’ wrath,” the elite 
force said in a sratement. 

The guards blasted "certain 
Western countries and false 
advocates of freedom of thought 
and human rights" for conduct- 
ing a two-year "disinformation 
campaign to make world people 
and Muslims believe that Iran 
has backed down from its 
stances towards the apostate 
author Salman Rushdie.” Last 
September Kharazi distanced his 
reformist government from the 
bounty placed on Rushdie’s head 
by the Khordad-15 Foundation 
and vowed that it would not 
seek to execute the fatwa. 

British Foreign Secretary 


Rubin Cook hailed the assur- 
ances he had secured ns a 
change in line sufficient to war- 
rant the full restoration uf ties 
and the two governments 
agreed to upgrade lies tlunugh 
an exchange of ambassadors. 

But outrage in the hardline 
and conservative press forced 
Kharazi to issue a statement con- 
firming that he still regarded the 
fatwa as "irrevocable.” 

Five months later amid the 
continuing tirades against 
Rushdie in the Tehran press, the 
two governments are still only 
represented by charges d’af- 
faires. Kharazi insisted here last 
week that only issues of protocol 
still remained to be settled 
before the exchange of ambas- 
sadors was announced. 

But he added that “after the 
exchange of ambassadors further 
steps have to be taken to fully 
normalize relations” with 
Britain. 


BRITAIN'S PRINCESS ANNE REFUSES 
TO APPEAR BEFORE A WATCHDOG 


ONDON (AP) _ Princess Anne, one of 
1 a n s two IOC members, is reported to 
ave refused to testify before a 
aniamentary committee looking into the 
'lympic bribery scandal. 

„ n , e ® bserv er newspaper reported 

pnJj S ” e wou * d not niake an unprece- 
ted royal appearance before the House 
Commons committee on culture, media 
« sport. The committee is looking into 

hd 5 h C T 0f lobb y * n 8 for the Olympics 
“Th 1C - ,lgh "P ro ^ de events. 

Way tbat sbe would appear 

Ihnam T enCe '” the newspaper quote an 

source- „ ~n.e 

; bas no intention of appearing 


before the committee.” 

The newspaper said several committee 
members believed Princess Anne’s position 
was now untenable, with suggestions she 
will be under mounting pressure to resign 
from the International Olympic Committee. 

Buckingham Palace confirmed the 
princess had been invited to talk to the 
committee but declined to say if she would 
accept. 

Simon Clegg, chief executive of the 
British Olympic Association, of which 
Princess Anne is president, Said he and 
Craig Reedle - Britain’s other IOC member - 

would give evidence,. . . • : . 

A former Olympic, equestrian competitor, 


Princess Anne has long been portrayed a as 
critic of IOC President Juan Antonio 
Samaranch and is known to be troubled by 
the- corruption scandal surrounding the 
IOC. 

The is believed to be one of the Tew IOC 
members who never accepts gifts. 

Last week Crown Prince Willem- 
Alexander, the heir to the Dutch throne and 
an IOC member, suspended his work with 
the scandal-hit IOC until after a special IOC 
meeting March 17-18, 

The prince is-not implicated in the scan- 
dal but parliamentarians in the Netherlands 
feared he could be damaged by association 
with the organization. , - 
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ADDIS ABABA (AFP) — Ethiopia on Sunday confirmed that 
Eritrean gunners shot down an Ethiopian artack helicopter on 
the easrem front of the neighboring states' border war earlier in 
the day. 

“One Ethiopian helieoprer was shot down by Eritrean ground 
forces" during a heavy exchange of artillery fire, Ethiopian gov- 
ernment spokewoninn Salome Tadessc snid in a communique. 

Eritrea announced the downing of the helicopter earlier 
Sunday, describing it as a Soviet-manufactured MI-24. It said all 
the crew died as the gunship crashed. 

The Ethiopian communique said lighter- hoi nbers and other 
helicopters had returned safely to base "after fulfilling their mis- 
sion. Itoo enemy tanks have been destroyed and a large water 

tank lias been demolished," it said, adding that Ethiopian troops 
had inflicrcd heavy casualties on the Eritreans. 

"As the area is without water supplies, the destruction of this 
enemy water reserve is particularly significant," it said. 



BRUSSELS (AFP) - A six-year-old girl died after being literally 
ripped apart by her father's three rotweilers, police said Sunday. 

The girl was attacked oil Saturday after being left alone with 
the dogs in the garden of her father's home at Begijuenilijk in 
Flanders while he went to a local shop. 

By the time lie returned and called the enieigeiuy services it 
was loo late: ambulance men found the gill dead tut their arrival. 
The tlticc (logs were pul down immediately. 

The girl did not live in the house where the attack took place. 
She was only spending the weekend with her father, who is sep- 
arated from her mother. 

Belgium currently has no laws restricting the ownership of 
dangerous dogs. A committee of the ministry of agriculture is 

currently examining whether such legislation is necessary. 




VITORIA, Spain, (AFP) — 1\vo banks were slightly damaged 
overnight when home-made bombs exploded in front of them in 
the Basque town of Vitoria, while a Bilbao Conservative official 
received a death threat letter, police said Sunday. 

The small bombs, made up of gas cylinders, went off in from 
of two branches of Banco Bilbao Vizcaya, causing slight damage, 
police said. A leading councillor of Spain's ruling Conservative 
Party (PP) in a suburb of the northern Basque town of Bilbao 
received a death threat letter on Sunday, the party said. 

The anonymous letter contained a photo of Manuel 
Zamarreno. a PP councillor murdered by the armed Basque sep- 
aratist group ETA in June last year, with the message that the 
“same fate” awaited the Bilbao councillor. 




FREETOWN (AFP) — The corpses of two Sierra Leonean cabinet 
ministers missing since January 12 have been found in a shallow 
grave in the east of Freetown, according to state radio. 

Public Affairs Minister Mohammed Sesay and minister for the 
Northern Region Y.M. Koroma were reported missing days after 
Revolutionary United Front rebels stormed the capital, prompt- 
ing fierce fighting with the Niger! on-led ECOMOG intervention 
Force. Both were initially feared dead but in recent days the pres- 
ident's office said It believed they might have been kidnapped by 
the rebels. On Saturday, their bodies were exhumed from a shal- 
low grave at Kissy Brook, thtee miles east of the city center, stat£ 
radio said, Adding that “they had been murdered by the rebeis.” 

The ministers were due to be buried on Saturday afternoon 
after separate funeral services. 
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AMMAN |AP) — Shane prices and turnover firmed on the 
Amman stock exchange Sunday for the second consecutive 
day after a five-day closure because of the death of King 
Hussein. 

Broker Assad Deissi said trading was strong “because of 
confidence in the economy sparked by promises of financial 
aid (tom Gulf Arab and Western srates." 

The United States has pledged dlrs 300 million in addi- 
tional aid to Jordan this year, and Germany and Japan also 
have promised more help. 

The United Arab Emirates deposited dlrs 500 million at the 
Central Bank to help restore confidence in Jordan's currency. 

Deissi said stock market turnover on Saturday was 2.6 mil- 
lion Jordanian dinars (dlrs 3.66 million). The 60-company 
share price index nudged up by 1 .7 percent to close at 1 8 1 . 1 2 
points, he said. 

He reported active floor dealings Sunday, but closing fig- 
ures were not immediately available. 

Meanwhile, money changer Hani Saudi said demand by jit- 
tery Jordanians for U.S. dollars had subsided. He said the dol- 
lar was trading at about 0.70 to the dinar. 
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KUWAIT ARMS: 


PRE-PAYMENT DEMANDED 


KUWAIT — State auditors have protested 
that Kuwait is supposed to pay up for most 
of a 436-mil I ion-dollar gun contract with 
the United States even before any of die +8 
artillery pieces are delivered. 

In a scathing 50-page report on the sus- 
pended deal, paitly carried in the Arab 
Times newspaper on Sunday, the auditors 
said that “according to payment terms, by 
the end of the year 2000 Kuwait will be pay- 
ing more than half of the value before 
receiving any gun." 

Also, the defence ministi-y asked for 
price proposals for the 48 Paladin how- 
itzers "just days after a technical commit- 


tee from the Kuwait army had disqualified 
the US guns in favour of South African, 
British and Chinese guns." The audit 
bureau said a Kuwaiti demand for a recali- 
bration of the Paladins to extend their 
range from 18 to 40 kilometres (1 10 to 245 
miles) had not been completed and the US 
army refused to grant any guarantee of a 
new calibre. The defence minister has 
"remained uncooperative with the bureau 
investigation team and has failed to supply 
a number of details," it said. 

“In spite or the fact that some parts to be 
used in the guns are not new and may have 
been used before, the deal is 17 percent 


more expensive than the Chinese deal,” 
which had "easier terms and a financial 
guarantee." In December, the US Congress 
froze the multi-mi llion-dollar gun contract 
between Kuwair and the United States to 
investigate irregularities in the deal. 

The Kuwaiti government lias also sus- 
pended contract-signing procedures and 
called in state auditors to examine the 
terms of the deal in accordance with 
demands from MPs. 

Apart from the Paladin howitzers, Kuwait 
has also tested die British AS-90, the South 
African G6 and the Chinese PLZ-45. 

(Agence France Presse) 
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ATLANTIC GROWS 



MANAMA — llahi, till ailrdiTUil .i total of three billion d; : 
wi.rili u1 investments last year, the head or a promotions h* 
die Gulf .i tell ip el ago state said on Sunday. Robin Mamou 
chief executive of the Bahrain Promotions and Marketing K - 
(BPMIl), did not give a breakdown of the investments but at 
portion could have down in through the stock market. ! 

"Bali rain is such a Tree economy, it is not always easy to tali'-' 
figures," he said, quoted in the Gulf Daily News. Marriott i : 
most investments in 1998 came from India but Europe w« bp 
behind. "In Europe, not only is awareness about Bahrain lot,!: 
what awareness there is negative," he acknowledged. BPMJi' 
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YET AGAIN 


v i.i i^giiuw, cu.Miuwieagwi. oWaJji 

launch a drive in Europe this year. Bahrain is die Gulf's smalksi 
producer but still relies on oil for about 60 percent of its iei fJ 
lr has been hit by ou-oflf tiniest since December 1 994 over (if 
a restoration of parliament. (Agencc Fiance Presse) 
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DUBAI — Arab states account for 50 percenr uf Iraq’s trade , it 
ly under the UN "oil-for-food” accord, Iraqi Commerced. 
Mohammad Melitli Saleh said in an interview published hen: 
Sunday. He told the United Arab Emirates (UAE) newspaper r 
Ittiliad that trade with Egypt had increased from 20 million di 
to 300 million dollars in the space of a year. 

Trade with Jordan was running ar around 200 million d<& 
year, and wirh the United Arab Emirates at 100 million d: r .- 
apart from 400 million dollars from trade outside the oil-ftr!- 
accord, Saleh said. He said imports from Saudi Arabia had re:^ 
13 million dollars “and contracts have not stopped," despi 
break in diplomatic relations since the 1991 GulfVtoroverfc- 
He did specify if this was within or outside the oil-for-food art ' 
Fifty percent of Iraq’s overall trade comes from fellow Arab?, 
the minister said. 

Iraq lias been under UN sanctions since Its 1990 invaw 1 
Kuwait, but the oil-for-food accord allows Baghdad to 
crude to finance imports of food, medicine and other huiriu 
an supplies. Saleh said Baghdad would not weaken its links* 
the Arab League despite its anger over a January 24 meeii'i 
Arab foreign ministers in Cairo that failed to condemn lli>- 
British air raids on Iraq. "Iraq would never be able to refo • 
presence or representation ill the Arab League or (oihei) - 
institutions." he said. (Agence France Presse) 


T hese days, it seems, it's not 
easy being a Baby Bell. 
Consider Bell Atlantic, the 
largest local phone company in the 
United States. Just last month. Bell 
Atlantic lost a bid to acquire 
AirTouch Communications. The $46 
billion deal fell through when the 
national wireless carrier was lured 
by British wireless service 
VodaPhone. 

Bell Atlantic also has lost two key 
court battles in recent weeks. In 
mid-January the Supreme Court 
declined to review the constitution- 
ality of the Telecommunications Act 
or 1996. rejecting an appeal filed by 
US WEST. SBC and Bell Atlantic. And 
on Jan. 25, the Supreme Court again 
slapped the Baby Bells by upholding 
the Federal Communications 
Commission’s authority to set prices 
for new entrants into local phone 
service markets. 

Analysts have long predicted that 
without the ability to provide 


nationwide wireless service, with 
their entry into the long-distance 
market still effectively barred, and 
with new competitors eroding their 
local markets, the Regional Bell 
Operating Companies (RBOCs) are 
doomed to wither away. 

But if that's the case, how did Bell 
Atlantic increase its profits by 
almost 13 percent In the fourth 
quarter of 19987 And how did it 
strike a deal to acquire long-distance 
provider GTE last year for $52.8 bil- 
lion - a price ninny analysts called a 
steal? And how has Bell Atlantic 
managed to acquire the necessary 
technology to compete effectively in 
the booming telecommunications 
market? 

Bell Atlantic provides local service 
to 42.6 million customers oil the 
Eastern Seaboard. And the north- 
eastern corridor will remain its core 
business, according to Vice 
President Eric Rabe. 

“No matter what, we arc primarily 


a local phone company,” Rabe says. 
“But more and more, we are recog- 
nized as a provider of wireless ser- 
vices, a provider of.data services, 
and hopefully very soon as a 
provider of long distance." 

One of the first regional Bells to 
use and promote digital wireless in 
its home market. Bell Atlantic 
already offers wireless service for 6 
million customers from New 
Hampshire to Georgia. 

The company has also been 
aggressive in adopting new technol- 
ogy, including high bandwidth ser- 
vices such .is asynchronous digital 
subscriber lines (ADSL). The compa- 
ny plans to roll out high-speed ADSL 
Internet service to about a fifth of 
its coverage area by year's end. 

Last week BA announced a deal 
with IBM to wire new homes in the 
Northeast with PC-based systems 
that can control VCRs, heating and 
air-conditioning systems, Ironic 
security and other domestic appli- 


ances. The home network market 
will grow 600 percent in the next 
four years, according to the Cahners 
lii-St.it Group. 

First In, the GTE deal, which is 
expected to gain FCC approval later 
this spring, will give Bell Atlantic an 
additional 22.4 million local lines 
and another 4.6 million wireless cus- 
tomers. It also gives BA a foothold in 
the long-distance market, a 50-state 
Internet dial-up service and access 
to local maikcts in the Midwest and 
on the West Coast. 

"To he successful in the future, 
Bell Atlantic, like any KKOC, will 
have to be nationally focused," says 
Peggy Schooner, a Connecticut- 
based industry analyst with the 
Gartner Group. "Everybody believes 
that with this deal, they'll he the 
first one in the long-distance mar- 
ket." 

Wireless is ,i different story. While 
Hell Atlantic can provide its cus- 
tomers on the Eastern Seaboard 


with wireless service - and can add 
GTE holdings in California. 
Tennessee and elsewhere - the com- 
pany is still looking for die wireless 
partner that can take it national. 

“Bell Atlantic, like the others, 
needs to roll out its package of ser- 
vices ns quickly as it can." says Peter 
Drench, director of telecommunica- 
tion industry analysis for J.D. Power 
and Associates. 

Most observers foresee customers 
turning to a single provider of a bun- 
dle of services that includes wire- 
less, local phone service, long-dis- 
tance and Internet dices s. In the last 
three years, the eight regional 
phone com patties have consolidated 
into four. When the dust clears, only 
one or two of the Baby Bells may still 
be standing. 

If that's the case, dmi't count out 
Bell Atlantic. 


GERMANY & FRANCE SAMSUNG'S TROUBLES 


WANT INTEREST CUTS 


OVER 


FOR NOW 


CHINA'S ECONOMIC GROWTH 


EXAGGERATED 


BEIJING — ■ Most of China's 
provinces exaggerated their 
1 998 economic growth, 
announcing rates equal to or 
higher than the national fig- 
ure, the official press admit- 
ted Sunday. 

China registered 7.8 per- 
cent growth in gross domes- 
tic product (GDP) last year, 
the weakest since 1991, 
despite intense efforts to 
achieve the eight percenr 
target which was set at the 
start of 1998. 

"At the end of the year, 

observers were intrigued by 

the fact that while the State 

Statistics. Bureau, reported 

7.8 percent natidrial growth, 

only one of the Chinese 

mainland's 31 principal 
■ ■ 


administrative regions said 
it grew at a rate lower than 
8.0 percent,” said the offi- 
cial China Daily's economics 
supplement. The bureau's 
chief statistician Lin Xianyu 
admitted that "exaggera- 
tions about economic per- 
formance did exist in some 
regions" but insisted the 7.8 
percent nation wide growth 
rate was "accurate". He said 
that although the bureau 
had to depend on local fig- 
ures to some degree, it 
could also test their accura- 
cy by using different 
approaches in working out 
national GDP.. "We have 
•> squeezed out the over- 
reported part.” hp said. The 
press ha?, admitted 


that the falsification of eco- 
nomic statistics is a wide- ) 
spread problem. 

“Some people, out of per- 
sonal interest, have wilfully 
altered statistics to deceive 
their superiors and what is 
even more irritating is that 
they have been promoted 
for their so-called achieve- 
ments," the China Daily said 
last year. 

China’s leaders admit in ^ 
private that a strong eco- 
nomic growth rate is vital to 
maintain political stability in 
the country at a time when 
it is struggling to absorb 
millions of workers laid off 
In the restructuring of the 
vast -public sector. (Agence 
France Presse) 
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PARIS (AFP) — The German 
and French finance ministers 
have made discreet calls for 
the European Central Bank 
lECB) to cut interest rates in 
the face of falling growth in 
Europe. While stressing the 
new European Central Bank’s 
independence, the two politi- 
cal heavyweights of the euro 
zone have told the bank that 
they hope for a rapid drop in 
fey interest rates. 

In a document to his 
European Union colleagues 
published Friday, German 
Finance Minister Oskar 
fe Fontaine warned of the 
rtireat of European nations 
w ing fa ack on popular politi- 
T bud 8«s. rather than cau- 
bonary fiscal budgets, if the 

r ? ntral bank do « not react to 

jl-. ■,. e deteri °ratmg economic 
!: climate, 

. Speaking 0 r the “global 

/ Qp *mand,“ stemming 
om the economic crises in 
an, Russia and Brazil, 


turn Brazil, 

r°ntaine wrote: “|f the 

^Olletarv 


° netar V authorities can't 
dron^ * nswer t0 tbe sharp 

4° mant1, ° ther p o,it| - 

;*ged" ,0ns must be envls- 
-■* 

i- ,ln ‘he memo sent to 


European Union finance min- 
isters on Thursday Lafontaine 
stressed that “we can't rule 
out budgetary measures 
being employed, because to 
do nothing could end up 
being a very expensive strate- 
gy." The spectre oF pump- 
priming national budgets sets 
teeth on edge in Frankfurt 
which is hoping the European 
Central Bank will stick to its 
remit of reducing debt and 
budget deficits as spelr out in 
the Maastricht treaty. 

Lafontaine's French coun- 
terpart Dominique Strauss- 
Kahn made a similar plea 
Saturday for an easing of 
Interest rates, saying that the 
current low inflation rates 
ofTered some room to 
manoeuvre. "It would be a 
good move if in . the months 
to come the rates continued 
to fait and that to me would 
not be impossible given the 
low rate of inflation,” he was 
quoted ;in the Figaro daily 
here as saying, while stress- 
ing the importance of the 
fight against inflation and' the 
independence of the ECB. 

Many economic’ analysts 
expect the bank to wait 
before dropping rates, with 


no one betting on a cut at the 
next ECB governors meeting 
on February 18. The weak- 
ness of the euro since its 
January debut is a factor per- 
suading the EDB to hold ofT 
on any interest cuts, the ana- 
lysts say. 

As widely expected, the 
ECB last week kept its refi- 
nancing r'refi”) rate at 3.00 
percent for two weeks and 
left unchanged its other two 
races which form the corridor 
for the refi - the deposit rate 
and the marginal lending rate 
- at 2.00 percent and 4.50 
percent respectively. 

The ECB took over respon- 
sibility for the setting of 
ihterest rates in the 1 1 coun- 
tries participating in the sin- 
gle currency on January 1 . 
The body which makes the 
rate decisions, the governing 
council, meets every two 
weeks and holds a news con- 
ference once, a month to 
explain its decisions. ECB 
President Wlm Duisenberg 
said he, saw no reason to 
change Interest rates at pre- 
; sent. US investment bank 
; Morgan Stanley, |s . predicting 
V. ah interest rate cut in March. 


SEOUL (AFP) — A protracted 
labor strike at South Korea's 
Samsung Motor Inc. ended 
Sunday after the management 
and workers readied an accord, 
die company and the labor min- 
istry said. 

The agreement is seen here as 
removing the last major obstacle 
to ongoing negotiations between 
the Samsung Group and the 
Daewoo Group under which 
Daewoo Motor Co. will take over 
Samsung Motor in a major busi- 
ness swap. 

"The management and the 
labor union struck an accord on 
the job security issue and other 
pending issues, “ the ministry, 
which has arbitrated between 
management and the- labor 
union, said in a statement. 

"This agreement put the labor 
unrest over the business swap to 
rest and Samsung Motors will 
resume normal operations after 
the Lunar New ’fears holidays," it 
said. 

An oflldal of Samsung Motor in 
the southern port dty of Pusan said 
the agreement was approved in a 
yore by some. 4,000 employees, 
with 88 percent of them voting for 
an end to the dispute. 

“Production will resume on 
Friday," the official said. The agree- 
ment provides that Samsung pay 
sty months of salary to all employ- 
ees and another 10 months of aver- 
age, monthly -wages for itetlring 
workers and two mbnths of safety 
to those who are to he re-hired by 
Daewoo. 


Tin; Samsung Motor employ- 
ees who are being transferred to 
other Samsung Group units will 
be guaranteed at least two years 
of job security. 5amsung Motor 
has remained idle since 
December 7 when the workers 
walked out in protest against the 
business swap with the Daewoo 
Group. The other side of the deal 
is for Samsung Electronics Co. to 
acquire Daewoo Electronics Co. 

The two groups agreed to sign 
a memorandum ofunderstanding 
this week setting out the proce- 
dures for carrying out the busi- 
ness swap, which is regarded 
here as the crown jewel In the 
restructuring of large conglomer- 


ates. Daewoo agreed to continue 
producing Samsung Motor's only 
product the midsized and money- 
losing SM 5 sedan only on con- 
dition that the losses resulting 
from the continued production 
are reflected in the final sale 
price. 

Daewoo had wanted to scrap 
the unprofitable SM 5 which com- 
petes with its own Leganza 
model, and lay off all production 
line workers. 

The Memorandum of 
Understanding should cover 
issues of re-hiring of employees 
and the production period of SM 
5 models as well as measures 
governing parts makers. 


tit 


JAKARTA — International Nickel Indonesia (INCO) posted a net profit 
of 6 2 million dollars ln‘1998, down sharply from the 243 million prof- 
it recorded a year earlier, a report said Sunday. 

The Antara news agency, citing a statement issued Saturday by 
INCO, majority-owned by Canada’s Inco limited, blamed the fall on 
tumbling international prices for (he metal. 


The company suffered a loss of 3.7 million dollars in the fourth 
quarter of 1998 compared to a loss of 1.1 million dollars in the cor- 
responding period in 1997, company director Rumengan Musu was 


quoted as saying. 

"1 998 was a very difficult year for the nickel industry The cash nick- 
el price on the. London Metal Exchange fell 54 percent from March 
1 997 through to the ejid of December 1 998 due to economic weak- 
ness in Asia and concerns about the near-term nickel supply/demand 
outlook,*" Musu skid. . 

The company statement put INCO's production of nickel In hiarie 
at 35500; tonnes 1 (77.7 million pounds) for 1998, and 8 £00 tonnes 
(185 million potinds) .far the fourth quarter of the. jaine. year/ com- 


’ipilllonpounds) 


unds), for tire same pprtadsj or 1997. (Agence, France Pjesse) 
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14 BUSINESS & ECONOMY 


KUALA 

^^^^LUMPUR (R) — Once 
bitten, twice shy. Foreign ftind 
managers are keeping their dis- 
tance from Malaysia despite faint 
signs of an economic rebound 
and a major policy shift in their 
favour. Overseas managers con- 
tacted by Reuters lauded the gov- 
ernment for scrapping a rule, 
imposed along with capital con- 
trols in September, that had 
barred foreigners from taking out 
portfolio investments for at least 
a year. But still smarting from the 
sting of the controls, they are not 
rushing to get back in. 'At this 
point in time we arc probably not 
going to be putting new money 
into Malaysia,' Stewart Aldcroft of 
Templeton fund management in 
Hong Kong said. 

The fund managers' reticence 
appears to fly in the face of rec- 
ommendations by local analysts 
xvho arc more bullish and whose 
reports are eagerly recycled by 
die government's spin doctors. 
ABN-Amro issued an upbeat 
report after Malaysia eliminated 
the 12-inontii holding rule and 
imposed a tax on either the prin- 
cipal or profit from portfolio 
investments. Funds that are 
brought in before February 15, 
artract a levy on the principal 
amount ranging from zero to 30 
percent depending on when they 
arc repatriated. Funds brought in 
on or after February 1 5 attract no 
levy on the principal when they 
are repatriated. Any profit, how- 
ever, is taxed at 30 percent if it is 
repat dated within 12 montits and 
10 percent ir repatriated after 12 
months. 

Tire Kuala Lumpur Stock 
Exchange will be closed from 
Monday through Wednesday for 


FOREIGN FUNDS 
^ FIGHT SHY 


C h i n e s e 
Year, 

day of' trade after the 
February 15 cut-ofF will be 
Thursday. Entitled ‘A Decent S tep 
Forward,’ the ABN-Amro report 
cites rising consumer confidence, 
burgeoning foreign reserves, sub- 
dued inflation, the rejuvenation or 
the banking system and a stock 
market rally as signs die economy 
lias been saved from the 'brink of 
collapse. 1 Bur it cites ‘credibility 
doubts arising from Malaysia's 
unfortunate track record of policy 
flip-flops.' 

in an upbeat report, Smith Zain 
Securities, an affiliate of U.S. 
securities giant Merrill Lynch. says 
it expects Malaysia to be reinstat- 
ed in the MSCI Free and the 
international Finance Corp 
Indices, crucial benchmarks for 
fund managers, within six 
months. 

The National Economic Action 
Council, whose executive direc- 
tor is Finance Minister Daim 
Zainuddin, pounced oil the 
reports, in a statement issued 
last week, the NEAC said 'the 
long-term view taken by most 
analysts and fund managers is 
tliar Malaysia will eventually sec a 
positive outcome from die levy-’ 
Blit foreign fund managers, some 
of whom met Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad and Daim in 
the days before the exit tax was 
announced, remain cautious. 
'The exit tax increases the invest- 
ment hurdle rate. You have to 
make that much more,' Patrick 
Tan of Rothschild Asset 
Management (S) Ud in Singapore 
said. 'From an asset allocation 
view, yuu need ro be flexible and 
move money in and out. The 
incentives are not quite there yet.' 
Aldcroft of Templeton said: 
'People who buy our funds can be 
short-term, if there are redemp- 
tions, we need to lie positioned 
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for redemptions. And to have 70 
percent of the gain is not what 
you would expect if you are short- 
term.' 

A fond manager in Singapore 
who asked not to be identified 
said: ‘We are making no new 
investments in Malaysia. Ir is just 
wait and see. It is still too early to 
assess whether die policies that 
are implemented will be consis- 
tent or be flip-flops. 1 The man- 
aging director of another fund 
management iinn in Singapore 
said: 'Tiie tax on profits is not 
viable for unit trusts because we 
can't have redemptions on a daily 
basis. Tire exit tax raises the hur- 
dle rate.' Asked what Malaysia 
could do to fundamentally change 
foreign fond managers' percep- 
tion, this executive said: 'Remove 
the capital controls altogether, it 


is too complicated a structure. It 
is a deadlocked situation at the 
moment.' 

A local analyst who commend- 
ed the government for the policy 
switch said managers were aware 
of the upside bur remained wary. 
'Any time there Is a policy change, 
there is one or two months uf 
trauma before the serious 
investor can take a decision. The 
hinds' agenda is to make money. 
If I were in their slices, I would 
not react right away. The List six 
months have been traumatic for 
the fund managers and they have 
been given hell by their trustees,' 
said die analyst, who asked not 
to be identified, Tire Malaysian 
government has a very unfortu- 
nate track record of policy flip 
flops, if you are a foreign manag- 
er. you are scared to death. 


FEBRUARY 15, 1 

ASIAN ECONOMIES ' 
EUROPE CALLS FOR 

LIBERALIZATION 

SINGAPORE {Al l*) — Senior officials from member countriosof-' 
Asin-I in rope meeting have reiterated their resolve to keeper, 
region's ni.ukels open despite renewed protectionist pressure * 
Hie three-day u inference »f some 150 rrade and irrvestnwfj^' 
dais here the first to he held alter the second ASEM summit)^ 
London in April I99H ended Sat unlay, noting significant progna- 1 
plans li»r wide-ranging programs lor economic cooperation, office'' 
said. But in a statement they expressed concern over "the rise of p : 
tectionist pressure in the wake of the financial crisis." 

The crisis, which began in Asia in mid-1997, has spread ibo^ 
our other emerging markets, threatening to bring down tbe k 1 
nomic growth rates of Europe and the United States, whldiwl^ 
markets for the struggling economies. There have been reptt 
warnings against insulating ailing industries from further Btafc; 
tion, a move that analysts say would have severe repercusioitsL 
countries trying to export their way out of the crisis. “They ana; 
the importance ol continued implementation of the trade and inv- 
nienr pledge made at ASEM (summit in London) which wfltiF' 
tribute to maintaining a free and open trading environment 1 c 
Finian Tan, deputy secretary of Singapore's minlstiy of trade a 
industry and co-chairman of the meeting. 

The officials said thnr pursuing liberalization plans would '4* 
for the quick recovery of affected economies and to prevein Ike 
sis from deepening and spreading," Tan said. Karun KittisWjWU' 
director-general at Thailand’s ministry of commerce and aka is 
chair said however, that "there is no rising protectionism InAfli' 1 
testimony to this was the December summit of the Aswchmi 
S outh East Asian Nations (ASEAN) where leaders showed ihai 
nine-member grouping “does not look back on its commkmtti 
trade and investment," he said. 

"After measures that have been done by the (Asian) (oaura 
there are signs of stability and positive signs of recovery," said to 
referring to a raft of reforms mandated by the Intemk'i 
Monetary Fund which lias extended huge aid packages locwsrr 
such as Indonesia, Thailand and South Korea. ASEM compriss' 
countries 10 from Asia including seven from ASEAN, and 15fwn6 
European Union plus the European Commission. 

"We are just warning each other among the 25 governments li- 
the (European) Commission: Don’t succumb to that (proteeww 
pies sure," Kanin said. 'Hie officials' meeting here updated a projc 
to facilitate trade through lower tariffs and other non-tariff muf^ 
in areas such as customs procedures, testing standards and 
tual property rights. Asian officials also urged their countopsts. 
continue pursuing high-level business missions from Europew*' 
To facilitate investments, ASEM is setting up a virtual infom^ 
exchange websiic being developed by the European Cowls?' 
which will provide comprehensive information on member Au- 
tries' regulations and initiatives for those wishing to inwst- 
will also compile a table of national investment promotion a L 
cy initiatives that have been effective in enhancing inward ^ 

meni flows, said Tan. . , . 

These plans will be brought forward to another meeting ^ 
officials in Brussels in July and then to the Economic j f 
Meeting in Berlin in October. Unlike the World 
pledges made in ASEM are non-binding, but officials said t 
affected resolve by countries to keep their markets open. __ 
“Just because it's non-binding, it doesn't mean ' c ^ 0 ^ nt f ^v k i 
weight. There’s a lot of peer pressure. Meuibcr^countnes 
eel to do what they say, do what they agree on," saldTai ^ 


INDIAN INDUSTRY SOLVING Y2K PROBLEM! 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — As most of the world 
shudders, India's software industry is viewing 
the approach of die Y2K millenium bug 
through eyes bulging with dollar signs. 

"India has already bagged export orders of 
more than two billion dollars for Y2K projects 
and now many Indian companies are offering 
a package deal to solve die problem," said 
Dewang Mehta, president of The National 
Association of Software and Service 
Companies (Nasscoin). 

In the fiscal year ending March 1 998, prod- 
ucts aimed nt tackling the millenium bug 
accounted for more than 38 percent of India's 
65 billion rupees (1.5 billion dollars) In soft- 
ware exports. 

India's software boom has its roots in the 
country's large reservoir of skilled program- 
mers and technicians, who cost far less than 
their western counterparts. 

According to Nasscoin. which represents 


520 top Indian software firms, India has die 
second largest English speaking scientific 
manpower pool In the world after rhe United 
Srates. 

And with the massive worldwide growth of 
die Y2K industry, the work just keeps pouring 
in. According to industry analysts, more than 
30 percent of the' estimated 200,000 profes- 
sional software programmers in India are 
working on Y2K-reIared projects. 

Most are hired by Indiiin and foreign com- 
panies to work as in-house Y2K trouble 
shooters, while others are designing and 
marketing tailor-made software for banks 
arid financial institutions to protect against 
Y2K infection. 

“The demand For Y2K-related work Ibr 
exceeds the capacity available worldwide. 
This is continuously pushing up the price per 
unit of work," said S.S, Sinha, head of the 
applications division of software group HCL 


Consulting. 

The Y2K problem stems from the fact that 
many computer systems, which identify years 
from the last two digits, will be unable to dis- 
tinguish between rhe years 2000 and 1900. 

The resulting confusion could cause entire 
systems to crash or severely malfunction. A 
Y2K programmer in India earns between 
500,000 and 600,000 rupees (12,000-14,000 
dollars) a year or twice that if he is contract- 
ed to perform on-site programming In the 
United States. Globally, the total bill for Y2K- 
related work -is predicted to reach some- 
where in the region of 600 billion dollars. 

"India is in a unique position to offer cost- 
effective solutions for solving, the Year 2000 . 
problems ... the high standard adapted by 
Indian programmers offer efficient solu- 
tions," Mehta said* "The software industry in • 
, India has abundant manpower to handle foe . . 
■ task." 
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MOSCOW (AP) — Against a 
backdrop of sour economic 
news. Prime Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov continued to insist 
Saturday that Russia could 
work out a now loan agreement 
with the International 
Monetary Fund. The govern- 
ment badly needs the money to 
pay off its outstanding debts, 
but the IMF has been critical of 
Russia's fiscal planning and 
wary of committing more 
money. An IMF tranche in the 
amount of S 4.3 billion is very 
important to us for refinancing 
our debt ."Primakov told the 
annual meeting of the Foreign 
and Defense Policy Council, an 
organization of politicians, 
bankers, scholars and entrepre- 
neurs. 

The IMF basically scrapped a 
S 22.6 billion aid package for 
Russia after the collapse of the 
Russian rubble and financial 
markets in August mid the gov- 
ernment's default on some 
debt. An IMF mission left Russia 
last week with little progress 
made toward a new loan agree- 
ment. "We are doing out best 
to meet the IMF half-way when 
possible, and when we consider 
it advisable, “the prime minis- 
ter told the gathering, accord- 
ing to rhe Interfax news agency. 

The government has tried to 
put the best face on its negoti- 
ations with the IMF, despite 


ONE MAN AGAINST 


THE BANKS 


New fork (DPA) — Alan Hevesi doesn't have 
jin official mandate to stop the merger of 
Deutsche Bank, Germany's largest bank, and 
America s Bankers' Thist that's a problem for 
other government agencies to investigate. 

But Hevesi, New York City’s 38-year-old 
comptroller, will have a lot to say about what- 
ever turn out to be the final terms of the 10- 

! on ^°" 3r deal if other government agen- 
P** It the go-ahead. 

Yn* ‘ haS already won Carl McCal1 . New 

IT ■*** comptroller, over to his side. 

treasurer s and pension-fond 
'"to™ 0 * ° r three other states, Hevesi 
R* e » , have P etlt ' oned tiie US Federal 

outer tQ U P fo e tieal until the all 

have been^ tried* °^ aZ ' ^°' ocaust victims 

iuMK* 5 0,read y learned the hard way 

^ evesi 1135 10 sa V about their 
posed dealings in the United States, After 

banks 3 caJl for a boycott of Swiss 1 
in* ofWi? ear ' llle banks ' with much gnash- 
ntillion ^ * pay oneflnd a quarter 


million A t, w one ano a quarter 


i? ca . ust victims. - 

more e r^ 0sies suffered by the banks was 
frotis than having to pay but the 


money they had promised. Their reputation 
was ruined and the damage done led to enor- 
mous business losses, especially in the United 
States. 

Hevesi first flexed his muscles against the 
Swiss banks In September 1997, when, decid- 
ing from which bank New York City would . 
borrow several billion dollars, he excluded 
the Union Bank or Switzerland from consider- 
ation - costing the bank about 1,300,000 dol- 
lars in interest. 

Less than a year ago he threatened to call 
fora boycott of Swiss cheese and Swiss time- 
pieces unless the Swiss banks became more 
forthcoming in dealing with Holocaust vic- 
tims' claims. 

Even the World Jewish Conference, head- 
quartered in New fork, found measures like 
that too heavy-handed. “Boycotts are always 
the least satisfactory approach to solving a 
problem," said Conference director Elan 
Steinberg. The US State Department regis- 
tered objertlons tq Hevesi’s, boycott threats, 

too. •' ' ' , 

That criticism Just rolls off Hevesi, wliq con- 
trols 85 billion dollars In New fork dty's.penv 
sion fond -:the third largest pension fohd in. 
America. A former professor and expert In 


obvious difficulties. 

Primakov's government has 
been coping with the worst 
economic crisis since the Soviet 
collapse. Further evidence of 
the crisis was reported 
Saturday in a government 
report predicting that unem- 
ployment would swell by 
500,000 workers this year, 
Interfax said. The number of 
officially registered jobless was 
set at 1.9 million at the end of 
1998, although government 
officials have acknowledged 
that the real number of unem- 
ployed is probably far higher. 

In his remarks to the Foreign 
and Defense Policy Council, 
Primakov said his government 
was paying more attention to 
the banking industry, especially 
since the Russian government 
began transferring its budget 
funds to state- controlled 
banks, including Sberbank and 
Vueslitnrg Bank. “Sberbank, 
which holds 80 percent of the 
population's deposits, anti 
Vneshtorgbank must be sup- 
ported." Primakov said. Russia's 
hanking community was shaken 
last week by accusations that 
the Central Bank had parked 
the nation's hard-currency 
reserves in a tiny ufr&hure firm 
and reaped lucrative profits. 
Former Finance Minister Boris 
Fyodorov accused the Central 
Bank of corruption in the 


arrangement with the Financial 
Management Co., registered In 
an offshore tax haven on Jersey 
in the Channel islands. 

According to the Moscow 
Times newspaper, Fyodorov 
said the company was set up by 
Viktor Gerashchenko, who 
headed the Central Bank In 
1992-94 and was again appoint- 
ed to the job last fall. 

The company had start up 
capital of S 1,000 when it 
began working with the Central 
Bank in 1993. By 1998, it had 
managed S 50 billion in Russia's 
foreign currency reserves and 
credits front the International 
Monetary Fund, Yuri Skuratov, 
the funner prosecutor general, 
said in a letter to the Russian 
parliament. 

Skuratov. who resigned a day 
after he submitted the report, 
has long said the Centiai Hank 
was responsible for Russia’s 
Aug. 17 financial collapse. 
Funner Ceuti.il Bank Chairman 
Sergei Dubinin called 
Skuratov’s repurt “irresponsi- 
ble" last week, and said the 
Central Bank had used the off- 
shore company as a necessary 
protective measure for Russian 
reserves. He said the greatest 
amount to pass through the 
company in a year was S 1 .4 bil- 
lion in 1994. 




administration science, he loves being in the 
middle of the action and he lives for a chance 
ro make the world a little better. 

He's ordered chain supermarkets to pay 
fines that have benefited small neighbour- 
hood stores and he's turned his 800 suboidl- - 
nates loose on slum landlords who have 
refused to make court-ordered repairs to 
their decaying rental properties. As a major 
opponent of Big Tobacco, he's shown up at 
stockholder meetings of Philip Morris and 
given board members and chairman a piece 
of his mind. 

He has a very personal stake in the issue. 
Many of his own relatives died in the gas 
chambers of German extermination camps, 
and that is something Hevesi cannot and will 
not forget and that's why prompt Indemnifi- 
cation arid compensation, payments to 
Holocaust victims are Ills top priority first 
from the Swiss banks whom lie believes stole 
. from newly deported and freshly gassed jews 
• to line their own pockets, and now from the : 
German banks. Hevesi calls thls'week's rouncl : j 
6f negotiations in Vfoslilrigton, DC, Jx^wden ; 
Qermari Industry*, representatives of Jewish 
: '^iijsation? and * both ; the US and German , .. 
'governments ahopeful sign? ‘ 
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NOW AVAILABLE 


S amsung Motors, the Korean elec* 
rmuics company flint recently 
engaged in automobile manufac- 
turing, introduced their new SQ 5 in 


model.'' In addition, he said that "the 
Maxima comes only with a 3.0-liter, 
six-cylinder engine, while the SQ 5 has 
a Nissan-based 2.0-liter, aluminum 


four-wheel-drive cars, sporr utility 
vehicles (SUVs). and multi-purpose 
vehicles (MPVs) in the near future, that 
will be introduced in Jordan." But he 


and a CD player." 

Hijjawi added that "in Jiird.ni, this 
car will compete with Hnnd.i Accord, 
Nissan Maxima and Toyota t'.imiv, anil 
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Jordan through Hijjawi Croup, sole 
agents in the Kingdom. Jae-yoon Han, 
Samsung public relations representa- 
tive, told Tbc Arab Daily rhar "the 

w 

Jordanian market is very important to 
Samsung, because if this car succeeds 


; > 
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four-cylinder engine modified by 
Samsung, But Samsung is considering 
introducing 1.5, I.H and 3.0-liter 
engines later on. The front McPherson 
strur and rear multi-link suspensions 
also come from Nissan." 


declined to divulge any dates, saying 
that these are company secrets. 

Ahmad Hijjawi, general director of 
I lijjawi Group, told The Arab Daily that 
he foresees "a great future for 
Samsung Motor in Jordan." about the 
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in Jordan it will spread from here to 
other markets in the Middle East, such 
as Syria, and it will have the chance to 
penetrate the Iraqi market through 
Jordan." He added that "next year 
Samsung will introduce its cars in the 
Gulf States." 

Han stated that "the SQ 5 has 
Korean competitors in Jordan like 
Daewoo Leganza. Hyundai Sonata and 
Kia Clams, but the SQ 5 is superior in 
quality to those. In fact, it compares to 
such Japanese cars as Nissan Primera, 
Honda Accord and Mitsubishi Gallant. 

On the technical sjde, Han said “the 
SQ 5.1s based on-the Nissan Maxima, 
witli; Samsung’s own modifications in a 
much higher quality than the Japanese 


Han added that he felt positive reac- 
tions among Jordanian consumers to 
the new model. “They told me that the 
car is very similar to BMW, Infinity 
(Nissan) and Lexus (Toyota)," he said. 

Han said, “Samsung is planning to 
produce other models of sports cars. 


features of the SQ 5, he said that "its 
price is very reasonable for everyone 
who seeks a 2.0-liter car, with a lot of 
interior space to go with." He added 
rhat "the car has many standard fea- 
tures that are optional in other cars in 
the same class, such as safety features 
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will outsell Korean cars like Daewoo 
Leganza. Hyundai Sonata and Kia 
Clams." 

Hijjawi said, "this car suits medium- 
income consumers, because it is priced 
between J D 18,500 andJD 22,000." He 
added “this car is cost-el fed ivc lor 
public transport because it has a largo 
interior space and an economic 
engine." He expected that “ai least one 
thousand cars a year will he sold for 
public transport, and it will take a 25% 
market share of private cars sold in the 
2.0-lirer class, with an anticipated rise 
to 30% from the second year on.” 

Hijjawi said, “maintenance and all 
spare parts are available at reasonable 
prices and nr one place, right down to 
car wash." He added that there is a 
show room in Irbid, and another one is 
to be opened in Aqaba." 

The Samsung SQ 5 is a niediuni- 
clnss, four-door sedan. It has a irans- 
verse-moimted 2.U-liln engine of four 
in-line cylinders, with mull i-porl elec- 
tronic fuel injection, this will enhance 
fuel economy, with the I’latinum 
Lipped spark plugs, their life lasts 
much longer than the standard plugs. 
It is equipped with either a live-speed 
maniiiil gearbox or a four-speed auto- 
matic transmission with front-wheel 
drive configuration. 

The suspension is independent on 
all four wheels, with McPherson stmts 
on the front axle and multi-link design 
on the rear, equipped with gas shock 
absorbers. There are disk brakes on all 
wheels, ventilated at the front, with an 
antilock brake system (ABS), operated 
through a dual-vacuum assisted 
hydraulic system. The brake pads are 
virtually steel free, the result is 
reduced noise and vibrations during 
braking. Fifteen-inch wheels are of 
light aluminum alloy with a choice of 
195/65 or 205/65 radial tires. 

The Interior can accommodate two 

.M . 

large-sized people or .three medium- 
sized people In the rear. The driver’s 


seal, however, can be electro 
adjusted eight ways in heights 
file dashboard is coated with \p 
colored plastic and equipped 
speedometer, an engine 1 
tachometer, fuel and coolant tem^ ! 
tine gauges and a gear selector % 1 
but no oil pressure and batterydis ■ 
gauges. There is a choice bet*®, 
manual heating and cooling 
and electronic climate control. Ui Mi u 
also synthetic leather or fabric n p\ j 
stery for the seats. Either a mr!'- 
only or CD player are available, wife 
six-speaker sound system. optiBt ; 
controlled from the steering i 
which can be automatically tilted c 
vertically. 

The trunk has a capacity or 4; 
liters, with a lid that opens writ;’ 
and a low edge to facilitate to*!;; 
heavy objects. Furthermore, thereirr 
opening in the middle of the backsu 
in order to carry long objects. 

In addition to ABS and htij L , 
adjustable seat belts, safety fold 
include side door reinforcemt* | 
speed-sensitive door locking for vJ 1 
then safety at a speed of4Qkmlt,i.:, 
front airbags, a high stoplight, i, 
Hkm/h rebound bumpers. The to!::. 
Furry System locks and unlocks f- 
doors, opens the trunk, and ini:.': 
an audible alert function for $taiv 
all controlled via the keyholdec ' 
Anti-Theft System can also 
equipped with a considerable ranj;- 
anti-theft features. 

Unfortunately, rhe finishing to- 
something to be desired. The i; 
biiiiul is made of medium-quality [ • 
tic. Also, scat leather, fabrics, andffu 
side linings are of synthetic matf- 1 
Furthermore, some of the Iwu 
where body panels are spot-welfW? 
not finished properly. 
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FORD INTRODUCES NEW 


MOTORING T7 


VEHICLE SAFETY SYSTEM 


ASR Technologies 


New Intelligent vehi- 
cle safety systems will 
be Introduced this 
year by Ford, accord- 
ing to a press release 
sent to the Arab 
Dally. 

"Ford is the first car manu- 
facturer in rhe world to 
announce a safety commit- 
ment this far-reaching," said 
Rob Martin, managing direc- 
tor Ford Middle EaSt and 
North Africa. “Our Middle 
East and North Africa cus- 
tomers. and their families, 
stand to benefit from the 
state-of-the-art technologies 
that help create a world- 
leading safety system." , 

The new technology will 
enable Ford cars and trucks 
to analyze accident condi- 
tions and activate safety 
devices to help better pro- 
tect a range of occupanrs in 
a variety of frontal crash sit- 
uations. 

According to Martin, 
ford s Advanced Restraints 
System (ARS) features nearly 
a dozen tech no logic ally 
.id v.uiced components tliar 
work together rn help I roil L- 
seai occupants receive sig- 
nificantly enhanced protec- 
tion during frontal crashes - 
taking into account their 
seating position, sal'eLy belt 
use and accident severity. 

Idem e nts of the system, 
which features technologies 
such as crash severity sen- 
sors, a driver-seat position 
sensor, a passenger weight- 
sensor. saFety belt usage sen- 
sors. dual-stage inflating 
airbags, safety pretensioners 
and energy management 
retractors, will debut on 
vehicles beginning this year. 

The company will intro- 
duce these new technologies 
on new and significantly 
freshened models until all 
n rd passenger cars, trucks 
? nd *Fort utility vehicles 
na ye complere ARS. 

Ford is the changing the 
" y " ature of vehicle safe- 
y ’ . Mart «n said. "We are 
ri m “ V,n 8 p e y°nd mechanical 
, nH ' Ces for occupant safety 
are now adding to the 
^ a fully integrated, com- 

hin e ; dri r en system that 

thinks about ant| respQnds 

1.1, 5 C a ° n nditi “ ns - This 


aaagm> °* fl irnnhi Mint 

jp niwUuii 


'•the ls as Unique as 

: accordi„ d “ als involve d,' 
t w* rt ^ n ‘ lf O'® 

■■are drivi dfferent stature 
! dnVin K « Hord equipped 


with ARS, the response 
varies according to the situa- 
tion. 

There would be two very 
different responses, accord- 
ing to Martin in these two 
accidents: A sinall-statured 
person's truck hits rhe hack 
of another vehicle 15 km/h, 
while an average-sized per- 
son driving a sedan slides 
through an Intersection at 70 
km/h, crashing head-on into 
the side of a tractor-trailer 
making if turn. 

The driver aii bag in the 
small statured person's truck 
will not likely deploy in an 
accident this minor - espe- 
cially if a sensor in their safe- 
ty belt buckle indicates ilivv 

■ 

are wearing it. 

However, the driver's-side 
air hag in the average sized 
person’s sedan will deploy at 
the highest available in na- 
tion rate because of the high 
speed and severity of the 
trash, as well as the position 
of their seat away from the 
airbag. 

Mad the average-sized per- 
son been driving inure slow- 
ly. the driver air hag might 
have deployed at a lower 
inflation rare. Air hag energy 
levels will he tailored to a 
threshold I Ini cm i'espoiul> 
to estimated crasli seventy, 
safety belt use and driver 
seat position, 

111 either case, the vehicle's 
fiont-passetiger air hags 
won Id not h ave d eploycd 
because the passenger-seat 
weight sensor would have 
indicated that the seat was 
unoccupied. If the person 
had place a briefcase in the 
passenger seat, the fruiu- 
passenger air bag still would 
mil deploy. This is because a 
weight sensor in rhe passen- 
ger sear would have told the 
truck's safety system "brain" 
that the briefcase was too 
light to he a passenger in 
need of front airbag deploy- 
ment. 

The tailored safety system 
responses are accomplished 
by nearly a dozen ARS tech- 
nologies, which analyze con- 
ditions at the time of impact 
and automatically deploy the 
most suitable safety devices 
adjusted for the giv6n crash 
situation. 

For instance, an electronic 
sensor system will estimate 
the severity of the crash, 
providing that Information 
to the “brain" of Hie system 
that then triggers other sys- 
tem components. Within mil- 
liseconds; the “bfalri" of the 
system will activate;' preten^ 
sioriers, which afe special' ‘ 
devices nestled in’ the frpnt-. 


seat safety-belt buckles or 
retractors that lighten the 
belts and help prevent belt- 
ed occupants from sliding 
and bouncing around during 
a crash. This further 
improves the effectiveness of 
a vehicle's most important 
safety feature - safety belts. 

Meanwhile, various sen- 
sors will moniror the driver's 
seat position, the weight of 
the passenger and the safety 
belt usage of each, The sen- 
snrs communicate their find- 
ings to the control module, 
which activates the appropri- 
ate level of air bag protec- 
tion for both the driver and 
passenger. 

Ford's Irom dual stage 
inllaiing air hags v.iriahfe- 
iate gas delivery to inflate 
rhe deploying air bags in a 
manner that inrrespniuls to 
aaitleni seventy. This hreak- 
tlirousli can he achieved 
with sophisticated dual- 
stage iiill.it nr technology. 

Hie lower less loiveful 
tale provides the appropi i- 
air pn'ie< limi |ni more ann- 
ul 'Ui, nil ule im i v -severity 

imp.Kis. while higher inll.i- 
Iniii lutes aie i eq uired lor 
the iiiuM sever irasli events. 

II i rash lorces increase to 
severe levels, a metal Imi 
lucked in die ceiitei i>| the 
spool ul the safety hell 
letractur - called a energy 
manage mem letiactur - 
twists like a wrung-out wash- 
cloth. This releases small 
amnunr.s of safety amounts 
of salely-belt webbing in a 
controlled manner and sig- 
nificantly reduces the risk of 
force-related injuries, espe- 
cially to the chest. 
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PATRICIA 

QURA'N 

GYNAECOLOGIST 

ANSWERS 


Dear Dik I 

What mothads off con- I 
tracuptlon ora avail- 1 
ablu? 

There are several different I 
types of contraception. 

1. Natural methods such as 
the rhythm method , with- 
drawal. or cervical mucus 

testing. I 

2. Barrier methods, such as 
condoms, diaphragms, cervi- 1 
cal cap or spermicidal creams. 1 

3. Oral contraceptives, injec- 
tions or implants. 

4. 1.U.C.D. 

S. Sterilisation I 

The first two methods are j 
NOT reliable. One small mis- 
take and oopsl A baby is on I 
the way. I 

The various types of contra- I 
ceptives are very reliable, up 
to 99% when used properly. 

Oral contraceptives are of I 
two main types: I 

a) combined contraceptive 1 

b) progesterone only 

the progesterone only, Is suit- 
able for breast feeding moth- 
ers as It does not have any 
effect on milk supply. 
Combined contraceptives 
have various combinations of 
the hormones oestrogen and 
progesterone. Usually, we 
prescribe the lowest dose 
possible to avoid any compli- 
cations. May I please state 
here that oral contraceptives 
DO NOT cause infertility. All 
they do is hide a problem or 
delay the diagnosis. They are 
in general a very good and 
reliable way to prevent preg- 
I nancy. 

I Obviously, there are women 
who cannot take the pill, such 
I as those with any history of 
liver disease, hypertension, 

I some heart problems, some 
smokers over 35, and some 
drugs will exclude the use of 
pills. Check with your doctor. 
Injections are very reliable 
when taken regularly every 
three months, but cause, in 
1 some women, weight gain 
I and/or irregular bleeding pat- 
I terns. 

Implants are good but not 
readily available in Jordan. 
I.U.C.D, Is a good method of 
contraception for some 
women. The failure rate is 3% 
which is too high for some 
women to consider using it. 
Problems which may occur 
are, irregular bleeding and 
recurrent infections. 
Sterilisation is another option 
for a woman who has com- 
pleted her family and is total- 
ly sure that she never wants 
to become pregnant again, 
this is probably the best 
method. The male or female 
can be sterilised but it must 
be regarded as PERMANENT. 
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Health edito 


DANGEROUS FISH 


V While regularly cqhsiirnlhg tfjjlet; of food ami hevemges like red 
wine, steak and coffee isn't way to feed yotir.body, they 

can be apart pf your life^.They shduldhefomethtf treats that make 
life tfpectaif not ihdjKap^ to |L 

' . 4 . ■ ' V -.r >* ■* • ' O. ' ■ - 

’•* te'pm to chads? foc^sthSt areas cloiertqjtheif natural State as 
possible'- ifyoii load up bn fruits and vegetables, they’ll fill you yp, 
give yop an energy boost and leave- less .room or desire for the 
potent lykproblem foods you maycrave. 


C ertain species of fish have 
been found to be harmfi.il 
due to the presence of poiso- 
nous minerals such as lead and 
mercury, medical researches 
revealed. 

“Fish contain some percentages 
of lead and mercury which are 
known to be poisonous. Fish, also, 
is associated with pollutants such 
as bacteria and viruses," said 
Mahmoud Qader, paediatric con- 
sultant, Queen Zein Al-5haraf 
Hospital. 


ed that children’s negative 
response towards these poisons is 
faster and is manifested when only 
a low dose of these minerals is 
taken. Adults are also at risk. 

"The consumption of small 
amounts of mercury might raise 
the risk of cancer in children as it is 
classified ns a probable carcinogen. 
Pregnant wumen. on the other 
hand, may give birth to defonned 
babies if subjected to mercury,” 
said the paediatrician. 

He also advised nursing mothers 


Tito specialist also 
eating improperly cookedfdi 

Raw fish can be a soun( 
hepatitis, gastro-enteritii #' 
other diseases. Uncooked sW 
and swordfish should be ani^ ; 
as they will probably contanha' 
metals and other industry pfcl 
lants like polychlonn^: 
biphenyl’s (PCBs)." 

Although fish is an ada 
source of vitamin Eandiofc^ 
can be substituted with oda! 
foods that offer the same mi; 


Limit Alcohol Intake • > - *. . . • .*' 

Alcohol, isn’t Inherently bad. Experts agree that one or; two 
drinks a day are okay, but'th'is is based on specific serving si?es. 
Three oiinces of wine, 12 ounces of beer ; of one ounce of hard 
liquor are the standard ipeasurements/but if you order .a glass of 
yvihe.rn a restaurant, you know that their idea 6fa full glass usu- 
ally well exceeds thr^e- ounces. It’s often- clqser to six punces. 

Always be sure to drink a glass of water for every alcoholic drink 
you consume, Not only- will It keep you full, ft* will help prevent 

dehydration, n common result of alcohol consumption. • 

^ Be calreftil with Caffeine . 

■ Caffeine is another ingredient that can be enjoyed by most peo- 
p|e-as long as they understand its potency. Caffeine hasn’t defi- 
nitely been proven harmful, except Irt the case of pregnancy. It Is, 
however, a stimulant and has diuretic properties, so keep your 
Intake low. Or try green tea instead of coffee - it contains less caf- 
feine and is believed to have a number of health benefits. And be 
wary of the fancy coffee drinks so popular right now - even if 
theyVe decaffeinated, they’re still loaded with sugar and fat. 

Some other caffeine sources include cola, milk chocolate and 
bitter sweet chocolate, 

- " * - 1 • . ’ I m 

■ 

■ ■ . m " , 

Reduce Red Meat 

Whether It’s beef, pork, jamb or veal, red meat is a great source 
of certain yital nutrients, like zinc, iron and B12. So there’s no 
rteed to eliminate fed meat.altogether- (earn'tp incorporate it Into 
a healthlef;Overail eating plan. Buy leaner cuts like. top round' of 
beef of boneless center porjc Ipin. and avoid ground meati which 
has added fatas a fllijer.. : ■ : 

But you don't have ta count out beef when you cut out fat-.a 
weli-trlmmed;'jeah.3 ounce portion. of eye of round Steak has a 
reasonable 4.grams' of fat. That’s only two grams more than the 
lean 3:Ounce portion Of skinless chicken breast. Remember to read 
the labels. It realms following your diet easier. 
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tioiial value. 

"Itople can subsidise theii* 
fur indine from iodised sak 
has been found lobeapeifa'i 
to satisfy die daily iodne wd' 
llw budy." said Qader. 

In addition, he indkaW' ; 
■Vitamin E is ridily acces?^ 
all types of vegetable ok l- 
sources but with lea 
amounts of vitamin E indiwe. 
eggs, cereals and leafy wp 1 *; 

sudi as cabbage, lettuce 

llower," condu ded^da^ 

byAmjadB^ 









Although, cooking is capable of 
killing parasites and micro organ- 
ism, unfortunately, “it will not elim- 
inate lead and mercury," explained 
Qader. 

Qader also explained that when 
these compounds accumulate in 
the body, they cause very serious 
problems paiticiilariy in young chil- 
dren. 

However, the danger of these 
minerals varies from one person to 
another, depending on the body’s 
tolerance and the accumulated 
level of mercury in the body. 

However, the specialist indicat- 


to take special can* in avoiding 
mercury to eliminate the chance of 
it passing to their hairy during lac- 
tation. 

Hie reasons behind such car- 
cinogenic effects are still urn con- 
clusive and "there is little inhuma- 
tion on how such pollutants in fish 
might ailed the foetus or very 
young children." said Qader. 

"Bill it makes sense tin' young 
children, picgnunl and nursing 
mothers not to eat fish mute than 
once nr twice a week and to limit 
their intake to modest portions,” 
he continued. 
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1/4 cup plus 1 table- 
spoon unbleached flour 
1/4 cup oat bran 
1/3 cup cocoa powder 
3/4 cup sugar 
1/4 cup instant non fat 
dry milk powder 
1 pinch baking soda 
1/4 cup chocolate syrup 
3 egg whites 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1/3 cup chopped wal- 
nuts (optional) 

1. combine the flour, oat 
bran, cocoa, sugar, milk powder 
and baking soda in a large 
bowl. Stir to mix well, Stir in 
the chocolate syrup, egg whites 
and vanilla extract. Fold in the 

. nuts if desired. •' ! • 

S* 

2. Coat an 8-ipch square pari 
with non stick cooking spray. 

- Spread the batter evenly In the 
pan . and bake at 325. degrees 
Fahrenheit for 23 minute's, or 
Just until the edges are firm and 
the centre is almost set.- . ' ■ 1 ' 


3. Cool in i O hio temperature, 
cut inin squares and serve. 


Niilriliiinal facts (per serving) 
Calories: 71 


Cholesterol: 0 mg 
Pat: 0.4g 
Fiber: Ig 
Proteim 2g 
Sodium: 28 mg 
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THUMB-SUCKING, once the pre- 
serve of Freudians and fond 
parental indulgence, may also 
lead to dental disaster, accord- 
ing to a report released 
Saturday. 

Children who suck their 
thumbs are more likely to suffer 
tooth decay and may alter the 
position of their adult teeth, 
according to a paper in the 
British Dental Journal. 

In his review of research, 
Ronnie Levine, scientific adviser 
to Britain's Health Education 



Authority, said children should 
be discouraged from thumb and 
finger sucking, but noted that 
those who suck dummies have 
healthier teeth, because that 
produces more saliva, which 
helps to combat plaque. 

Up to 95 per cent of children 
in the UK indulge in "non-nutri- 
tive sucking", more prevalent in 


higher socio-economic groups 
and among girls. 

Dr Levine said the dental 
effect depends on the digits 
used and the angle of insertion. 
Tire habit can cause “anterior 
open bite" in children witli milk 
teeth, where the upper front 
teeth do not meet the lower 
ones when the jaw is closed. 

"This Invariably disappears on 
cessation of the habit, providing 
the child is still growing. If the 
habit persists beyond this 
stage... then improvement is 


TO ADOLESCENTS: 




AD NEWS 


B eing an adolescent means 
going through changes, 
dealing witli new people 
and experiences, feeling stress 
and learning how to cope with 
it. Many teens feel overbur- 
dened and pressured by all this 
stress. 

The good news about stress 
is that a certain amount is good 
for you. That’s because it's a 
normal part of everyday life, 'lb 
be alive means to feel stress in 
one form or another. In facr. 
stress can have a positive out- 
come. It can spur you on to 
greater achievements, like the 
tension before a big tennis 
match thar forces you to give a 
peak performance. 

Stresses aren't all from tense 
situations. Acing an exam, win- 
oiog a contest or an election, 
going to a special social func- 
tion. all are stressful, rliough 

fun and exciting events. That's 
the good news. 

The bad news is that too 
much stress in too short a time 
j-an cause a body overload, a 
uild-up of the stress-aroused 
hormone, adrenaline. 

The foremost researcher in 
the field of stress. Dr Hans 
eyle ‘ sh «wed through laboia- 
• t0ry Px periments witli rars that 
100 much stress caused illness, 
V a »d premature death. 

„ at , ie * ater found was that 

■ lir feaCt t0 good SCrcss 

■’ f" ning a ‘ottery) and bad 

i r ■' in ( | SS * earn ' n S a divorce 
?’• •i’ 0 ^Hdly in the same way. 

ways to diffuse 

■ - 4i„ bodys stress overload. 

■p .Hwe are some tips: 

|iW k ! ''' Vork i[ °ff with' liardphys- 

work or play. 

If jnu lk il 0Ut widl soineo ne 

M * st and respect.. -, 

ACCept *hat you can’t 


change and go on from there. 

4. Avoid self-medication that 
will only mask rhe symptoms 
and not lake care of the causes 
of stress. 

5. Get enough rest and sleep 
to keep you sharp and more 
able to cope with stress. 

6. Combine work and plnv: 
being too responsible or too 
irresponsible can be too stress- 
ful. 

7. Volunteer time and effort 
for others to take your mind off 
your own stresses. 


8. Take everything one step 
at a rime to keep things from 
becoming too overwhelming. 

9. Don't he a block wall. ,1 
barrier to change or to new 
ideas. By giving in once in a 
while, you can relieve die stress 
of always having to be right. 

10. Gel involved. If you’re 
bored, leeiing left out, frustrat- 
ed or sorry for yoursoll. do 
.something about it by doing 
something active and pcuple- 
oriemecl. 


learn the art of relaxation 
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likely to be slight and braces will 
be needed for correction," he 
said. 

One study showed that 40 per 
cent of thumb-suckers still luid 
the habit at age nine. 

While physical methods of 
prevention, such as braces or 
painting bitter tasting agents on 
to the linger, can work, children 
should be rewarded for not 
sucking their rhumbs or fingers 
ro prevent dental problems in 
later life, lie said. 

There are two theories as to 


what causes thumb sucking. 'Hie 
"emorionar one - based on 
Freudian principles - relates it to 
the oral phase of child develop- 
ment. The learned behaviour 
theory suggests it is an innate 
urge in infants that remains 
when feeding is satisfied quickly 
and efficiently, and is expressed 
through sucking the thumb. 

However, tlte prevalence of 
thumb sucking is .significantly 
influenced by culture - in Africa 
rmd Asia it is very uncommon. 

Hy UhbyHmnks in London 


WAYS TO 
TRIM FAT 


Small re duct ions in dietaiy 
I'ai can make a big difference. 
Eliminate just one teaspoon 
each day and in a year you’ll 
have shaved nearly live pounds 
hum your diet and your body. 
Here are some ways in i educe 
Lit without sacrificing taste. 
Vi in r goal is n> hold fin calories 
to nu more than 30 percent ui 
iiital ciilurics. 

1. "Butter'' your toast and 
muffins with “fruit-only" jams 
instead of sugaiy jellies, jams 
or butter, margarine and oilier 
high-calorie spreads. 

2. Saute meat and vegetables 
in chicken broth. 

3. Remove rhe skin front 
chicken before baking or broil- 
ing. 

4. When you crave ice-cream, 
splurge instead on non fat 
frozen yogurt. Today's flavors 
arc so delicious you may give 
ice cream the permanent cold 
shoulder. 

5. Spread your sandwiches 
with low-calorie, low-fat salad 
dressing instead of mayon- 
naise. 

6. Use non-fat milk instead of 
cream for non dairy creamers 
in coffee. 

7. Choose only the leanest 
cuts of beef, such as tap round 


or eye of round, and trim all 
visible ini before cooking. 

8. Substitute fish for meat at 
least mi tee >i week. 

9. Use tuna tisli p.rckeil in 
walei rather them oil. 

10. Beaune a fill sleuth. 
Read food labels fiiithlully and 
select those lb, it contain mi 
more ill, in three grams <ri |,u 
till every ItiO calorics, whii.li 
will help keep your fin calories 
io a maxi mum of 30- pel cent 
lot a I calories. 
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Ask 

(dr gott) 
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If i 



♦DEAR DR. GOTh I have 
thrombophlebllia, for 
which my doctor pre- 
scribed Lanoxin, Isordll 
and CoumadHa. Sho says 
that while my arteries 
are open, the valves hi 
my leg veins are defec- 
tive. Will I ewer get over 
this? Da I have ether 
options? 

DEAR READER: You arc* taking 
three dings ami, as far as I can 
see, only one — Coumadin — is 
for ihiomboplilehitis (blood clots 
in the wins). Coumadin slows 
blond coagulation and helps pre- 
vent clots 1‘nnn forming. 
Sometime*, when veins swell and 
dilate in the legs or pelvis, blood 
circulation through them is 
markedly skiwed. If llrere arc 1 
incgufiir, lough areas in tile lining 
« if the wins, or il — as your doc- 
tor believes — the normal 
venous valves are defective, 
blood clous c.ui readily develop, 
l nice pieces ofllie.se clots bleak 
oil; ihcy c.m In- canied to the 
lungs and cause a life-ihreatening 
hreailiing pmhlem called pul- 
i lion my emlMilism. 

('■Iiimadiil is riled ive in |irc- 
wining ibis coiidilion. However, 
there aie also suigical pmeedures 
available: 'I lie* deled he 1 veins can 
Ik 1 removed, or siuga ms can per- 
hmii a cav.il intcmipiioi). during 
which a filter is placed in (lie 
major abdominal vein to prevent 
clots from migrating from the 
legs. 

In your case, tile Uitaxin mid 
Isordil seem to indicate tliar you 
ltave a heart problem, too. In 
such an instance, surgery may 
not be a consideration because of 
the risks. Ilierefore, long-term 
Coumadin therapy may be your 
best choice. Your doctor can 
advise you. 

A DISCOVERY 
IN JORDAN 

AMMAN (AFP) — Jordanian and 
Cypriot scientists have identified a 
new hereditary neurological dis- 
order which they have named 
Jerash motor neuropathy after die 
region of Jordan where most suf- 
ferers come from. 

The disorder, which can cause 
blindness, paralysis or death, 
steins from a "genetic error bared 
by ch ram os nine nine, 1 ' said Abdel 
latif Wreikat, head pf the neuro- 
logical department ar Amman's AI- • 
Hussein Atedical centre. 

"The discovery is important for 
future prevention of the disease, 
as we now know that it Is heredi- 
tary and linked to in-breeding,” 
tire doctor told AFP on Saturday, - 

The discovery was made by 
doctors at Wieikat’s hospital in 
collaboration with the Qypnisj 
Institute- of ; Neurology.; and 
Genetics nrid the University!. 
Hospital of Amman. , , .Aj. 
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HAMBURG (DPA) — Gabriels 
offers a shy smile in her por- 
trait photo on the Internet. 
And on the Web site of her 
model agency, the 17-year-old 
student from Germany pro- 
vides much more information 
about herself. An audio file 
reveals her talents as narrator. 
The piece that Internet visi- 
tors can listen to is called 
“Dreams.” Gabriela hopes she 
will be discovered for movies, 
a TV series, or as a model as a 
result of her Internet appear- 
ance. 

She's far from alone. 
Currently, more than 100 
model and casting agencies 
offer portrait photos globally 
on the internet, says Michael 
Carsten JVerle, chief executive 
officer of MSC Media Service 
and Consulting GmbH, one of 
the many firms that help mod- 
eling agencies establish an 
Internet presence. “I would 
estimate that about four of 
every 100 are serious." 

It's easy to see why. “Be dis- 
covered!” “Give yourself a 
chancel" are typical of the 
high-pitched come-ons that 
casting agencies use to attract 
customers. 

Photos are used in diverse 
ways. Some services upload 
photos with telephone num- 
bers of the models to the Web, 


allowing any Web surfer to 
have a took and obtain imme- 
diate contact information. 

Dirk Jasper of the 
CyberCasring agency does not 
deny that most responses are 
not of a serious narure. 
“That's why we screen the 
responses before we pass 
them on to the models,” says 
Jasper. 

According to Jasper, the 
Internet is a suitable medium 
for models to advertise them- 
selves. "The advantage is that 
there is no direct contact, and 
potential employers can view 
the pages anonymously," he 
says. If the employer decides 
not to hire a model, there is 
no disappointment. 

Frank Kuhlmann, head of 
the Frankfurt-based modeling 
agency Metropolitan Germany 
- the agency that discovered 
supermodel Claudia Schiffer - 
advises would-be models and 
movie stars against using such 
services. 

"Models who believe they 
can be discovered through 
photos on the Web are living 
an Illusion,” says Kuhlmann. 
"These photos are a burial 
ground for hope.” Models who 
are interested in serious 
careers. Kuhlmann says, 
should apply with a modeling 
agency. "With our agency you 
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can apply via e-mail." 

Says Nicole Gcllert, manager 
of the modeling agency "bond 
models" in Ducsseldorf, 
Germany, a title such as “Miss 
Germany Internet" does not 
help either. "The title is not 
linked to an assignment, and 
without an assignment, you 
can't move on." 

Super models like Cindy 


Crawford, Naomi Campbell, 
Claudia Schin'er, or Kate Moss 
maintain their own Web sites 
mainly Tor fans. Usually profes- 
sional photos on CD-ROM can 
be ordered through the sites 
by e-mail. CDs range ill price 
from S20 to S30. 

Agencies, on the other 
hand, advertise their profes- 
sional models on the Internet 


to attract new customers. 
"Not a single serious agency 
used in do this, I'm si ill debat- 
ing whether it is right," says 
Gcllert. Her Dusseldorl-based 
agency has been presenting its 
100 models oil tile Well Inr 
the past nine months. 
Prospective customers 

demand n certain level of qual- 
ity, and ask for an entire series 


of photos. 

Frank Kulilmami sees to* 
term benefits for profession- 
models. “The faster nanso» 
Sion of photos by c* 
allows clients to picking 
on short notice." he ttpk irJ 
It used to take at least 
months to "book’ i 
"But today," he says, it^ 
only about one day. 
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STICKY TAPE MAY BECOME NEXT MAGNETIC MEDM 


MANNHEIM (DPA) — It is translucent and has 
given millions of people all over the world 
sticky fingers. It is indispensable for keeping 
photographs, phone numbers, and memories in 
place. 

Apart from that it is nothing special, or so 
you thought — adhesive tape. 

But one German computer scientist believes 
the low-tech household and office tool to be 
much more than that: "Adhesive tape is an 
excellent medium for data storage," says 
Steffen Noehte of the University of Mannheim 
in southwestern Germany. 

. “It could replace traditional storage devices 
in digital cameras, palmtop computers and 
other small appliances.” 

What initially sounds like some crazy scien- 
tist's joke Is scheduled to hit the shelves in 
three to four years. The “Tesa-ROM" is named 
after Germany's most common brand of adhe- 
sive tape, which was invented in 1897 by 
Beiersdorf AG, a Hamburg-based chemical com- 
pany. 

The firm, despite what might be politely 


termed little experience in digital technology, is 
one of the project's main sponsors. "We'll 
develop a commercially viable version of the 
Tesa-ROM," says spokesman Klaus Peter Nebel. 

The contract with Noehte is scheduled to be 
signed in the near future. Participants in the 
project also include scientists from California's 
renowned Stanford University. 

“We did some laser experiments with various 
possible media for data storage," says the 44- 
year-old scientist. "And one day we also decid- 
ed to try "Ifcsa Multifilm Crystal Clear.' It looked 
suitable because it has ninety layers and is still 
highly translucent, That's a basic requirement 
when you work with lasers." 

Similar to the method developed for ordinary 
CD-ROMs, Noehte and his colleagues used a 
laser to burn computer-readable data into the 
tape. "It actually worked," says Noehte. "But 
interestingly enough, It only worked with 
'Multifilni Crystal Clear'. Other brands wouldn't 
do." 

Tiie reason, explains the scientist, is that 
Multifilni Crystal Clear “is exceptionally clean." 


Memory chips and other computer parts are 
usually manufactured in 'dean rooms', where 
the amount of dust particles per cubic metre of 
air is reduced to the utmost minimum, lie says. 

"That's because dust contamination reduces 
the reliability of digital media." 

But Multifilni, one role of which measures 
some ten metres in length, is being spooled 
onto its cylindrical plastic kernel “at a very high 
speed under very high pressure". "Thus there's 
neither time nor space for dust particles to set- 
tle on the surface of the tape." 

The eventual ‘Tesa-ROM’ will be much small- 
er than the household product, measuring only 
about ten millimetres in diameter. 

"We will use only about thirty layers with a 
length of some three metres, which; should give 
us a large capacity of three gigabytes” - which 
would roughly equal some 2,300 floppy disks or. 
several CD-RQMs. “That should make It Ideal 
For storing pictures, iquslc and other tasks that; 
consume a Jot of space orian average Hard 
disk." 

But developing the 1ts?-ROM Itself is only 


tine nf many daunting tasks. Among 
tilings. Noehte also needs to find 
willing to produce the necessary lew* 

ves. 

Nevertheless, even competitors dw" 
project to be more than a plpcdream. 

"This thing definitely looks very Pf° j 
says a computer engineer woi 
firm Quantum, one of the wor jj^jU 

duccrs of hard disks. “We have b . ^ 
of research In the field of optical l.dj# 

technologies ourselves." ,^1; 

"You know, Tesa itself v/V ' p 
accident”, says . Beiersdorf- sp 

Peter Nebel. “Back in 1897^u^.: 

trying to develop an adhesive 
But the result left much 
explains. “Hie glue they used. ^ , , 
that the skin came off with the^^^^ 
Tesa was born when t|ie cogv ■ ^ p 
ed to market the 
dage as a quick 1 fix- for 
have to see chgnce ; *5: s ;• y 

Nebel said. - i" 1 '- 
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SEARCH ENGINES PLAY TAG WITH 


BRAND NAMES ON ADVERTISING 


NEW YORK (AP) — Estee Linder and 
Playboy Enterprises are aligned in a fighr 
over their good names that could help 
chart the future of advertising on the 
Internet. 

In separate lawsuits, the perfume 
maker and the publisher say Web sites 
are improperly selling the advertising 
tliat is displayed when someone types in 
the company’s name to search for an 
internet site. 

Advertising linked to search words — 
"keywords" in Internet parlance — is a 
major source of revenue for Web sires, 
but the legality of using trademarked 
names hasn't been resolved in court. 

Estee Lauder sued rlie Well search site 
bore last month in federal couit in New 
York city, saying that such ads infringe 
upon its trademark, foster unfair compe- 
tition, and constitute false advertising. 
File suit seeks an injunction barring the 
ads. 

On Excite's Web site, a computer user 
who types in woids “Estee Linder" gets a 
list (if Web pages mentioning the compa- 
ny. 

Also displayed: A big banner ad for the 
Fragrance Counter Inc., a small online 
retailer of perfume and makeup. 
Fragrance Counter paid Excite for rliat ad. 
anil for the link to Estee Lauder. 
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Playboy Enterprises sued Exciic and 
Netscape last week in federal court in 
California and took its complaint a step 
burlier than Estee Lauder. Playboy said 
the sites “hijacked and usurped" its good 
name by linking it to ads for hard-core 


See HotBot Cars 

Search uf.yv and nil'll car llslinqs from dealers and individuals, ye! price 


pornography sites that go way beyurnl 
die Playmate nl die Month. 

Internet aunpanies and lawyers are 
anxiously watching the cases, which 
could set new precedents in die evolving 
world of cyberspace law. 


"'Ilieie could Ik* in.ijnr lepeiaissious 
liir Web cmnp, mies uying to make 
money." said Drew Ijnni, an online adver- 
tising analyst for die liilernet reseaich 
fiuiijupiier Coninuinications. 

Keyword adveilising sells lor an avei- 


age of 540 for every thousand times the 
ad is displayed. These ads now account 
for l ong lily 25 percent of online advertis- 
ing revenues, which totaled S2 billion in 
1998. according to die Internet 
Advertising Bureau. 

Typically, a Web site will link generic 
words such “car," to a lord ad or 
“recipes" to a hot new cookbook. 
However, laiini estimates aliour 5 percent 
of overall revenues come from sales of 
trademarked keywords. 

Earlier court decisions have generally 
given companies the right to an Internet 
address, using their tradcmaikcd name. 
'Hint means if Estee Linder wanted in list 
ils Web site us www.esreelaLukT.com. it 
could. (The company opted instead Tor 
www. el com panies.com . | 

Keywords are the latest lumtier. 'This 
is really the second generation of cyber- 
space law," said JohnT. Soma, a professor 
at the University of Denver's law school 
and a director of the Computer Lnv 
Assoi ialinn. 

In I lie end, these newfangled cases 
may lie decided on old-fashioned princi- 
ples of irmleiuaik law. 

judges will need to determine whether 
lOiiMimcrs are confused by the ads. or 
whether the elleci iveness uf the compa- 
nies' trademarks is being diluted. 


AMERICANS PLAY GOLF IN SPACE, RUSSIANS SHARPEN DIY SKILLS 


MOSCOW — If you want some- 
thing done properly, do it 
yourself. In Russia, such advice 
goes without saying. Even if 
there were spare cash in rhe 
rickety house that Boris Yeltsin 
built, few of its self-respecting 
inhabitants would employ 
electricians, plumbers or deco- 
rators to patch it up. Day in, 
day out, at home and at work, 
they do it themselves, regard- 
ing westerners' reluctance to 
ftet their hands dirty as proof 
of their moral inferiority. 

But DIY is not an enjoyable 
lifestyle option. It is a fact of 
life. The five-year plan's failure 
to cater for individual crafts- 
men spawned generations of 
Soviet Jacks and Jills of all 
trades who remain self-reliant 


today. 

While western handymen 
come mainly from the middle 
and lower classes, Russian DIY 
is more egalitarian. Professors, 
scientists and brain surgeons 
are as likely as their blue-collar 
compatriots to spend 
Saturdays coaxing their bat- 
tered Ladas back to life. 

The cold war aphorism, 
attributed to Henry Kissinger, 
that Russia was the “Upper 
Volta with rockets," fails to 
capture the whole truth. 
Rockets and poverty are not 
Just unlikely neighbors, they 
actually live in the same house. 
Russia is a rocket scientist with 
his head stuck In the bonnet of 
his car while his philosopher 
wife subsistence-farms in the 


garden. The Lada transports 
her harvests back home. 
Otherwise their diet would be 
even more deficient in vita- 
mins and nutrients. 

Take Vladimir Nizkovolos. a 
nuclear physicisr turned brain 
specialist from St Petersburg's 
prestigious Institute of the 
Human Brain. Repairing his car 
one weekend, he had an idea. 
Why not use his trusty tine foot 
pump to improve the quality of 
his fellow surgeons' equip- 
ment? After a few hours of DIY, 
he discovered that by using 
the pump to regulate the tem- 
perature of surgical probes 
used to destroy damaged brain 
tissue, thousands of dollars 

could be saved which would 
■ 

otherwise be spent on western 


compressors. 

His pump - sterilized and 
polished but still recognizable 
- is now routinely used in the 
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most complicated operations. 
He claims patients are neither 
surprised nor concerned. They 
too know that in Russia, needs 
must and. poverty is the father 
of improvisation. Not that 
Russians were less invenrive in 
times. Tolstoy spent hours 
designing boots and repairing 
his British bicycle. Dmitry 
Mendeleyev, who formulated 
the periodic table, made suit- 
cases. Peter the Great was a 
blacksmith and shipbuilder as 
well as tsar. 


TIk* government's willing- 
ness to persist wirli the acci- 
dent-prone Mir space station 
seems less puzzling in light of 
Russia's culture of constant 
tinkering. In 1997 Mir experi- 
enced a fire, a collision with a 
space tug and a series of fail- 
ures which saw its air supply 
and flight path spin dwildly 
out of control. Refused permis- 
sion to abandon ship by 
Moscow, cosmonauts rolled up 
their space suit sleeves and 
patched it all up. 

Now. with the help of a mys- 
tery sponsor, the meteor-bat- 
tered outpost in space will 
continue whirling around the 
Earth well into next century. 
Asked to recall his first impres- 
sion oF Mir, Michael Foie, the 


NASA astronaut who witnessed 
ils 1997 mayhem, said it was 
the smell. Russia's cosmic 
monument to its scientific bril- 
liance reeked of rubbish. But 
that's only because the 
Russians who constantly man 
Mir, treat it with the same dis- 
regard as their garages and 
workshops back on earth. 

As they busy themselves 
with repairs, the rubbish 
mounts because their wives 
are not there to clean up after 
them. What better illustration 
of contrasting Russian and US 
lifestyles? American astronauts 
hit golf balls on the moon, 
while their Russian counter- 
parts do emergency DIY. 
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22 SATELLITE LISTINGS 



FEBRUARY IS, 


CNBC £& Ml 

07:00 Market CIMBC 

Watch 

07:30 Europe Today 
09:00 US CNBC Squawk Box 
10:00 Market Watch 
13:00 Power Lunch 
14:00 Market Watch 
15:00 US CNBC Squawk Box 
17:00 US Market Watch 
19:00 Europe Market Wrap 
1 8:30 Europe Tonight 
20:30 US Power Lunch 
21:00 US Street Signs 
23:00 Europe Tonight 
01 :00 The Edge 
01:30 NBC Nightly News 
02:00 CNBC Asia Squawk 
Box 

03:30 US Market Wrap 
04:00 Trading Day Live 
08:30 Lunch Money 


;r—T-r -r-*| NATIONAL 

23:00 .1 GEOORAPH1C 

National channel 

Geographic Special: Ancient 

Grave Voices 

Of The Dead 

00:00 About ^8la: Tiger's Eye 
00:30 About Asia: Nulla 
Pambu: Season Of The Cubra 
01 :00 Explorer 
02:00 Birds Of The Snow 
02:30 Men & Their Megapod as 
03:00 White House 
04:00 Family Hour: Rescue 
Dogs 

04:30 Ante From Hell 
06:00 Wild: Bear Attack: 
Predatory Black Bear 
06:30 Our Living World: Crown 
Of The Continent 
07:00 Ancient Graves: Voices 
Of The Dead 

08:00 People & Places: Horses 
& Heroes (Voyager Series) 
08:30 Don Sergio 
09.00 Our Living World: Flrel 
10:30 Fire Bombers 
10:00 Wild: Bee Man 
10:30 Wild: Ants From Hell 
11 :00 Secrets Of The Tllanic 
12:00 Dugonga: Vanishing 
Sirens 

13:00 Wild: Spitting Mad: Wild 
Camel Of The Andes 
1 4:00 The Deadly Season 
15:00 Land Of The Anaconda 
16:00 People & Places: Volga, 
Soul Of Russia 
17:00 Wild Spitting Mad: Wild 
Camel Of The Andes 
18:00 The Deadly Season 
19:00 Land Of The Anaconda 
20:00 People & Places: Volga, 
Soul Of Russia 
21:00 Amate: The Great Fig 


07:00 
News 

11:15 Cull . 

11:45 2000 
12:15 Visa 
12:45 No Comment 
13:15 Europeans 
13:45 Cinema 
14:15 Vfaa 
14:45 Style 
15:15 Cult 


EuroNews 


1 5:45 International 
16:15 2000 
16:45 International 
17:15 Europeans 
17:45 Cult 
18:15 Globua 
1 8:45 Style 
19:15 Cinema 
19:45 International 

20:15 News & Analysis 

22:45 Europeans 
23:00 News & Analysis 
23:45 2000 

00:00 News & Analysis 
00:45 No Comment 



0100 Journal- With 
Interview 
01:30 Treasures Of The world 
01:45 Timeline 
0200 Journal-Mil Dla Woe he 
02:30 Profekt Zukuntt-Daa 
ZUkunfismagazln 
0300 Journal- With Interview 
03.-00 Journal -Con La Samaria 
03:30 Germany live 
04.00 Joumal-Mil Interview 
04:30 Das Ends Der Odyssee 
05:00 JournaLWrfh The Weak 
05:30 Arts Unlimited-The Cultural 
Magazine 

06:00 Joumal-MIt Interview 
0630 Schauplatz Deutschland 
0730 Journal- With Interview 
07:30 Treasures Ol The World 
07:45 Timeline 
08:00 Joumat-Mil Die Woche 
08:30 Piofekt Zukunft-Das 
Zukunflsmagazin 
09:00 Joumat-With Top Story 
09:30 Germany Lhre 
10:00 Journal-Mi Tagesthema 
10:30 Das Ende Oer Odyssee 

11.00 joumaHAWi Top Story 
11:30 Arts Unlimlted-The Cultural 
Magazine 

12:00 Joumal-Minfegssltmma 
1230 Schaupiatz Deutschland 

13.00 Joumal-With Tbp Story 
1330 Treasures of The World 
13:45 TlmellnB 

14.00 Journal- Mt Tagesthema 
14:30 Projekt ZiritunR-Das 
Zukunttarnagazln 

15:00 Joumal-With Top Story 
15:30 Germany Uve Weimar 
18:00 Journal-Mil Tegeslhema 
16:30 Nahautratime 
17:00 Joumal-Wlih Top Story 
1730 Arts Unthnlted-The Cultural 
Magazine 

1 18:00 Journal-Mil TfcgBathema 
16:30 Oeutachland Heute 
16:00 Joumel-With Top Story 
16:30 The End Of The Odyssey 
2030 Journal- Mil Tageslhama 
20:30 PotiUk AMubH-Dhs 
P oUBkmaflazin 
2 1 :00 Joumal-With Top Story 
2130 Germany Today 
22:00 Jcxjmal-MttThgeathema/ 
Journal-Con Tema Del Dia 
22:30 Nahaulrtahme 
23:00 Joumal-Whh Top Stoiy 
23:30 Tomorrow Today-Millennium 
Magazine 

00:00 Joumal-Mll Tagesthema 
00:30 Deutschland Heute 


07:00 Journal 

07:15 Gourmandlses 
07:30 T n l a ma1ln 
09:00 TVS Minutes et m^o 
09:05 Journal de Radio- 
Canada 

09:30 4 et Demi 
10:00 TV5 Minutes 
10:05 Pof D mlques 
11:00 TV5 Minutes 
11:05 Reflets 
12:00 TVS Minutes 
1 2:05 Zlg Zag Cal* 

1 2:30 Gourmandlses 
13:00 TVS Minutes 
1 3:05 Voil] Paris 
13:30 Journal de France 3 
14:00 Special Cinema 
16:00 Journal International 
TV5 

16:15 Cource Destination 
Monde 

17:15 Pyramids 


17:45 Bus et Compagnle 
18:30 TV5 Minutes 
1 8:35 Jeu 

19:00 Questions Pour un 
Champion 
19:30 Journal TVS 
20:00 Voll] Paris 
20:27 Lin Livre Un Jour 
20:30 Journal de La RTBF 
21:00 Envoy,.tSp B clal 
23:00 Journal de France 
T„l B vislon 
23:30 Kiosque 
00:15 Mlse au Point 
01:15 French Focus 
01:25 M«L,o Internationale 
01 :30 Journal de France 3 
02:00 Journal de la RTBF 
02:30 Faxculture 
03:30 Pol R miques 
04:15 Claire Lamaech 


M&n SPMT I 

09:30 Snowboard *«*" 

10:00 Bobsleigh 

11:00 Xtrem Sports 

12:00 Biathlon 

13:00 Alpine Skiing 

14.00 Ski Jumping 

15:30 Snowboard 

16:00 Biathlon 

17:30 Alpine Skiing 

18:30 Luge 

19:00 Xtrem Sports 

20:00 Live Alpine Skiing: Wolrd 

ChampionshipB In Vail Valley, USA 

21:00 Xtrem Sports 

22:00 Trial 

23:00 Boxing 

00:00 Football 

01:00 Xtrem Sports 

02:30 Close 


EllllBWORLD 


02:00 BBC World News 
02:30 World Uvlng: Top Gear 
03:00 BBC World News | 
03:30 Asia Today/USA Direct 
04:00 BBC World News 
04:30 Asia Today/USA Direct 
05:00 BBC World News 
05:30 Asia Today/USA Direct I 
08:00 BBC World News 
08:30 USA Direct 1 

07:00 BBC World News 1 

07:30 World Focus I 

1 :00 BBC World News | 

:30 World Uvlng: Earth 
iport I 

:00 BBC World News 
i:30 Hard Talk 
1:00 BBC World News 
1:30 Correspondent 
:00 BBC World News 
1:30 Hard Talk 
>:00 BBC World News 
2:30 World Living: Top Gear 
3:00 BBC World News 
4:00 The World Today 
4:30 Wild World 
5:00 BBC World News 
6:15 World Business Report 
5:30 The World Today 
6:30 World Uvlng 
7:00 BBC World News 
7:30 Hard Talk 
18:00 BBC World News 
18:30 Stylel 

19:00 BBC World News 
19:30 World Uylng: Earth 
Report 

20:00 The World Today 
21 :00 The World Today 
21 ;30 Hard Talk 
22:00 BBC World News 
22:30 World Focus 


America Plus / \ 

02:30 Naked Truth £(;' \ 
02:55 Spin City r ,ri r~ 1 " ll/ 'l 
03:25 Married With Children 
03:50 Homicide: Life On The 
Streets 

04:40 One Life To Live 
05:30 General Hospital 
06:20 Sunset Beach 
07:10 Houston Knights 
08:00 I Married Dora 
08:25 Designing Women 
08:50 Minor Adjustments 
09:15 Lost On Earth 
09:40 Step By Step 
10:05 Silver Spoons 
10:30 Family Matters 
1 0:55 One Life To Live 
11:45 General Hospital 
1 2:35 Sunset Beach 
13:25 Houston Knights 
14:15 1 Married Dora 
14:40 Designing Women 
15:05 Minor Adjustments 
15:30 Lost On Earth 
15:55 Step By Step 
16:20 Sliver Spoons 
15:45 Moon Over Miami 
17:35 Family Matters 
18:00 Highlander The Series 
19:00 Moesha 
19:30 The Nanny 
20:00 Maximum Bob 
21:00 Homicide: Life on The 
Streets 

22:00 Spin City 

23:00 The New Adventure 

Robin Hood 

00:00 The Closer 

00:25 Newsradio 

00:50 Charmed 

01 :40 Michael Hayes 


04:00 Rented Lips 
06:00 Much Ado 
About Nothing 
00:00 Soul Of The 
Game 

10:00 Bronco Billy 
12:00 Dead Solid Perfect 
14:00 White Mile 
16:00 Fluke 
16:00 Chasing Secrets 
20:00 Crisscross 
22:00 Extreme Prejudice 
00:00 Just Like A Woman 
02:00 Extreme Prejudice 



u^uuuuk 1 1 TTWTOT 

05:30 Judge ■■■■■■ 
Judy 

06:00 El In Focus 
07:00 Jeopardy (r) 

08:00 Hollywood Squares 

08:30 Sally Jessy Reapliael 

09:30 El Uncut 

10:00 The Roseanne Show 

11:00 Sunshine Cuisine 

11 ;30 Cooking Secrets Of The 

CIA 

12:00 El News Dally 
12:30 El FYE 

13:00 Sally Jessy Raphael 
14:00 El Behind The Scenes 
14:30 Movie TV 
15:00 Travel Update 
15:30 Eurofaehlon: Laura 
Blagiottl In Cairo & The Art Of 
Valentino 

16:30 Vldeolashion 
17:00 The Roseanne Show 
18:00 Jeopardy 
18:30 Wheel Of Fortune 
19:00 Hollywood Squares 
19:30 Judge Judy 
20:00 El Comln Attractions 
20:30 El Behind The Scenes 
21:00 El FYE 

21:30 El Mysteries & Scandals 
22:00 Videofashion 
22:30 Media TV ■ . 

23:00 Talk Soup 
23:30 El News Daily(r) 

00:00 Jerry Springer ' 

01:00 Sally Jessy Raphael(r) 


01:00 A Bridge Too JIE ^ 
Far 

05:00 Annie Hall 

07:00 The Mislits 

09:00 Night Ol The Hunter 

11:00 Witness For The 

Prosecution 

13:00 Rocky III 

15:00 Tito Russians Are 

Coming! 

17:00 A Funny Thing 
Happened On The Wny To The 
Forum 

19:00 The Magnificent Seven 
21 ;00 Marshal Law 
23:00 Thieves Like Us 
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“^verier 01 Discouaru 

04:00 Discovery 
Profile Series 
05:00 Go For It! 

6:00 Ushuala 

17:00 The New Explorers II 
08:00 Travelers 
09:00 Lonely Planet II 
10:00 Inntimate Escapes 
10:30 Inntimate Escapes 
11:00 Eyewitness 
11:20 Spall 
12:00 Go For III 
13:00 The New Explorers II 
14:00 Travelers 
15:00 Inntimate Escapes 
15:30 Inntimate Escapes 
16:00 Ushuaia 
17:00 Lonely Planet II 
18:00 The Shark Files 
19:00 The Ultimate Guide 
20:00 Lost Civilizations 
21:00 Trauma 
21:30 Trauma 
22:00 Discuvery Profiles 
Series 

23:00 Go For It! 

00:00 Lonely Planet III 
01:00 Tho Ultimate Guide 
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07:00 Kickstnrl ■ 

08:00 Top Selection S 

09:00 Kickslart 
10:00 Non Siup Hits 
13:00 MTV Data Videos 
14:00 Non Stop Hits 
17:00 Select MTV 
19:00 Hitllsl UK 
20:00 So 90's 
21:00 Top Selection 
22:00 MTV Daln Vkloo 
23:00 Amour 
00:00 MTVID 
01:00 Suporkoc 


04.00 Thu Sw/ni Wnilii 
Of Alex Mnck 

04:30 Mowcjll V- 

05:00 Mighty Mnx 
5:30 Rocko's Moduin Life 
06:00 Rual Mongers 
06:30 Doug 
07:00 Arthur 
07:30 Wimzlo'a House 
06:00 Blues Clues 
08:30 The Busy World Ol Richard 
Scarry 

09:00 Mr Men 

09:05 Mr Mon 

09:10 Mr Men 

09:15 Maglo Mountain 

09:30 The Digs well Dog Shaw 

09:45 little Hippo 

10:00 Arthur 

10:30 Hey Arnold 

11:00 Cetdog 

11:30 RugratB 

12:00 Kenan & Kei 

12:30 The Secret Wo»W Of Alex 

Mack 

13:00 Doug 

13:30 Rocko’s Modem Ute 1 
14:00 Real Monsters 
14:30 Hey Arnold 
16:00 Rugrata. 

16.-30 Cetdog 
16:00 Kenan & Kel 
16:30 Mowgff • 




Next Generation * 
03:00 Silk Slalklngs 
04:00 Arliss 
04:30 Pacific 8ule 
05:30 Blue Heelers 
06:30 TV Movie 
06:30 Inside Edition 
09:00 Pacific Blue 
10:00 High Tide 
11:00 Real TV 
11:30 Blue Heelers 
12:30 Inside Edition 
13:00 The Commlah 
14:00 Pacific Blue 
15:00 Baywatch 
16:00 High Tide 
17:00 Fast Track 
10:00 Real TV 
18:30 Premier League 
Highlights 
19:30 Pensacola 
20:30 Psl Factor 
21:30 The Premier Match 
23:30 Inside Edition 
00:00 Silk Stalking 
01:00 Pensacola 


08:00 Power IfUJ 

Breakfast J™ 

10:00 Pop-Up 
Video 

1 1 :00 VHl Upbeat 
1 4:00 Ten Ol The Best fin 
Estefain 

15:00 Premiere: GrealeslH! 
ol: Adam & Arts 
15:30 Pop-Up Video 
1 6:00 Jukebox 
19:00 Five <9 Five 
19:30 Pop-Up Video 
19:55 Tamara Beckwith's* 
Country Night 
20:00 Premiere: HappfHw 
With Tamara Beckwith 
2 1:00 VHl Hits 
22:00 The VHl Album CM 
Show 

23:00 Bob Mill's BlgBdS 
00:00 Premiere 
01:00 Behind The Midc 


15:15 Dallas 
16:00 Kasandra 
18:30 Maple Town 
19:30 French News 
19:45 English New 
20:00 Fame 
21 :00 Telefun 
22:30 TV Movie 
02:30 Moon Lighting 
03:30 Dallas 
04:30 Slade 
07:30 Video Clp? 


i rSlfi 


06:00 Arabic 
07:00 Yen Can Cot# 
08:30 Sports 
14:00 Flash NawsW* 
15:15 Mondial $ .. 
1B:00Mchfo , . 

20:00 News .. 

23:00 LA ^ 
00:00 Tale8port v.. - 


THeHolyti*?:, 
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FEBRUARY THE 15TH 

tme day of mvmnvmt--r>s 



Today is the 46tli day of 1999 with 
3 1 9 to follow. 


ON THIS DATE IN HISTORY 


ENTERTAINMENT 23 
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T hose bom on Feb. 15 display grate inge- 
nuity as well as imagination. Whether their 
talents lie in more technical or poetic 
realms. many born on this day are able to make 
their unusual visions and dreams a reality.They 
seem to find it natural to think creatively, and 
are less threatened than most people by difficul- 
ties or problems which to them are but chal- 
lenges of varying complexity. In this respect they 
are very positive in their out look. On the other 
hand they can be deeply disappointed when their 
efforts are unsuccessful, and do not always have 
the stamina to hang in their, particularly when it 
is more patience than action that is required. 
Sensitive to the extreme, Feb. 15 people are 
highly reactive to criticism directed against them. 
Their feelings are pretty close to the surface and 
can be easily touched or provoked. 

February 15 people like to make things around 
them run smoothly, not only for the well-being or 
others, but also because they can guarantee 
themselves the greatest amount of personal lati- 
tude and freedom from inhibiting responsibili- 
ties, an important item for them. Feb. 15 people 
make no bones about their wish to have fun, but 
at the same time are very serious about princi- 
ples and ideals. Those born on this day are sym- 
pathetic as well as empathic . and therefore feel 
the pain of others more keenly than the average 
person. As a consequence, the exploitation and 
oppression of disadvantaged or weaker persons 
is particularly hard for them to suffer. 


Tills is Presidents' Day. 

The moon is waiting, moving 
toward its new phase. 

The morning star is Mars. 

The evening stars arc Mercury, 
Venus, Jupiter and Saturn. 


In 1898, the U.S. battleship 
Maine exploded in Havana har- 
bor, killing 260 crewmen and 
leading to a U.S. declaration of 
war against Spain. 


jury and drug possession. 


T hose born on this date are 
under the sign of Aquarius. 
They include Italian 
|astronomer and physicist Galileo 
j, Galilei in 1564; jeweler Charles 
j Tiffany in 1812; feminist pioneer 
•j Susan B. Anthony in 1820; political 
I) leader and diplomat Elihu Root in 
\ 1845; philosopher and mathemati- p 
fcian Alfred North Whitehead in j! 
1 1861; songwriter Harold Allen in] 
jj 1905; actors John Rnrrymorc in!: 
5 1882, Cesar Romero in 1907.!: 


In 1933, President-elect 
Franklin Roosevelt narrowly 
escaped assassination in Miami 
when a fanatic fired several bul- 
lets at him, fatally wounding 
Chicago Mayor Anton Cermak 
instead. 


In 1991, Iraq announced that 
it was ready to withdraw from 
Kuwait but added a number of 
conditions, including Israel's 
return of the occupied territo- 
ries. 


Also in 1991 , 100 people were 
killed when a tractor-trailer haul- 
ing dynamite overturned and 
exploded in Thailand. 


In 1942, the British bastion of 
Singapore surrendered to the 
Japanese army in World War II. 


.^Harvey Korman In 1927 (age 72) j 
land Claire Bloom in 1931 (age 6ft];] 


astronaut Roger Chaffee, killed in a>. 
■fire on the ground during a 1967 t 
'Apollo I test, in 1935; actress! 
Marisa Berenson in 1948 (age 51);, 
actress Jane Seymour and singer 1 
Melissa Manchester, both in 1951 : 
(age 48); cartoonist Matt Grocuing 
in 1954 (age 45); comedian Chris. 
Farley in 1964: and actress Renee. 
! O'Connor (G a brie lie on “Xen.i: 
Warrior Princess") in 1971 (age' 
: 28). 


In 1982, the oil-drilling rig 
Ocean Ranger capsized and sank 
in a storm of]' Newfoundland. All 
84 people aboard were lost. 


In 1994, Adm. Frank Kelso, the 
Chief of Naval Operations, 
announced his early retirement, 
saying he'd become a "lightning 
rod" for the Tnilhook scandal. 


In 1 990, President Bush held a 
drug summit in Colombia with 
the presidents of Colombia, Peru 
and Bolivia. 


In 1997, Tara Lipinski, 14, 
defeated defending women's 
champion Michelle Kwan lo 
become the youngest U.S. Figure 
Skating Champion. 


Also in 1990, Washington, 
D.C., Mayor Marion Barry was 
indicted on eight counts of per- 



MONDAY, FEB. 15, 1999 
By Stella Wilder 

B orn today, you are able to 
address any challenge head- 
on. You know how to raise 
the level of your own perfor- 
mance and that of those around 
you simply through attitude and 
energy. You are never content to 
repeat yourself and get easily 


bored when you’re doing nothing 
more than the "same old thing." 
You are quick to leam all that you 
need to know in order to get by in 
a particular field or endeavor, but 
you’re not contented with just 
thatl You insist on learning all that 
you possibly can about a subject, 
and on raising the level of your 
own work by leaps and bounds. 


You are quick to teach others 
how to follow your lead, and you 
are the embodiment of excellence 
to many of those who choose to 
look to you for guidance. You 
enjoy travel and yearn ro see as 
much of the world in your life- 
time. You call many places “home" 
depending on the season and 
your mood. 


Also bom on this date are; 
Melissa Manchester, singer; Jane 
Seymour, actress; Matt Groenig, 
cartoonist; Harvey Korman, actor; 
Galileo, asnononier. 

To see what is in store for you 
tomorrow, find your birthday and 
read the corresponding para- 
graph. Let your birthday star be 
your daily guide. 
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WASTES 


CASH AND HIS LIFE ON 

COCAINE 


While all the focus Is on (he way young P 
people ruin their lives through drug lire 
ahuse, an older and perhaps even sadder sho 
market for drugs Is emerging, writes add 
Burhan Wazlr in London. Old people, pen- ten 
sleners are experimenting with drags net the 
for hedonism but to blot out the loneliness tior 
of old age. tlm 

■i 

By Burlinn Wa zir pec 

crai 

LONDON — Stuart Peterson, 68, rarely awakens wit 
before 2pm these days; there's little point. After Pro 
lunch, it's just a short shuffle around the comer 
from his house in the east end of London to the Nut 
flat where he makes his sole daily purchase. Food alw 
is rarely budgeted for in Peterson's (not his real dru 
name) monthly pension. He and his days are the 
wasted on crack cocaine. reft 

An older generation is increasingly turning to E 
hard drugs. A generation is experimenting with dm 
drugs not for hedonism but to blot out the lone- plic 
liness of old age. 

“I guess I started dabbling with drugs when my 
children left and my wife died," said 
Peterson, reclining in his chair at 
home. Antique furniture m V \ \ . 

jostles for room with a 
large-screen television and - 


■—a l y4 V.i* 

the similarly middle-class**'' 
kitchen displays a dish-wash- 
er, washing machine and 
microwave oven. 

But little signs of a deeply rooted addiction are 
apparent; tossed-away sliveTS of silver foil in die 
hallway, the glass pipe that lies next to a mug of 
stale coffee in the sink. 

Peterson coughs, a wheezy sound chat drowns 
out the television behind him. "I've never had any 
treatment for my addiction." he boasts. 

He claims to lead a normal lifestyle for some- 
one of his advancing years-, bouts of acute bore- 
dom suppressed by marathon television binges, 
the occasional drink with friends in n local pub 
and plenty of sleep. 

"I'd be the first to admic that I am addicted to 
crack," he says. 

"Rut it doesn't seem to influence the way I live 
my life. I think I'm reasonably articulate and able 
to look after myself. None of my friends and 
neighbors have ever suspected, and I've known 
them most of my life." 


n (he way young Peterson is not alone. Latest government fig- 
is through drug ures alongside surveys by anti-drugs groups 
haps oven sadder show increasing numbers uf pensioners are 
emerging, writes addicted to crack cocaine. The number of regis- 
Old people, pen- tered addicts over the age of50 has doubled over 
■g with drags not the last eight years to 339. Anti-drugs organiza- 
out the loneliness tions believe the actual figure could be many 

times higher. 

"We can't really estimate just how many old 
By Burlinn Wazir people there are out there who are addicted to 

crack,” says Edward Nueyke. an outreach worker 
i, 68, rarely awakens with the pioneering dmgs advisory group 493 
e's little point. After Project in London. 

e around the comer "Most of our clients are young people," said 
nd of London to the Nueyke. "But there will be the odd person, 
daily purchase. Food always much older, who comes in with a serious 
arson's (not his real drugs problem. For every one that we deal with, 
e and his days are there must be others out there who choose to 

refuse all treatment." 

rreasingly turning to Elderly people who become addicted to hard 
experimenting with dmgs are more likely to fall victim to health com- 
to blot out the lone- plications than younger users. Doctors warn that 

elderly crack-users leave themselves 
open to risks of coronary heart dis- 
ease, high blood pressure and chest 
\ pains. 

:a»V • ", tin "Crack cocaine and old age can 
n be a lethal combination." says 

John Henry, Professor of Accident & 




m 


John Henry, Professor of Accident Si 
Emergency at St John's Hospital in London. * 

“And if one thing seems clear at the moment, it 
is that dealers are definitely targeting older peo- 
ple who might never have tried drugs before, ll 
stands lo reason that drug-pushers should want 
to increase their market. For old people, crack 
can be u cheap and affordable high that takes 
away both psychological and physical pain." 

At Peterson's house, botLles of prescribed 
drugs litter the coffee table; anti-depressants, 
pain-killers and arthritic remedies. 

“None of tliepi seem to work,” moans 
Peterson. He picks up one brightly packaged bot- 
tle and points to the contents inside: "I've been 
taking these for over 15 years. But I think my 
body is almost immune to them now. No matter 
how many I rake, they’re never enough." 

Wincing, he lifts himself up from his recliner 
and makes his way into his hallway. He struggles 
to worm himself into a dusty overcoat. 

Pausing to reach down for some gloves, his 
attention wanders. "You'll have to go now," he 
mutters. “I’m on my way out." 


MICHAEL JACKSON WANTS TO 
FUND NEW AFRICAN UNIVERSITIES 


LONDON (AFP) Michael Jackson may donate up to 75 million pounds (S 122 million dollars) to cre- 

ate four African universities which could be named after him, a British newspaper reported Sunday. 

The US pop star is negotiating with a consortium led by a Malaysian entrepreneur, Abdul Rahman, 
and the multinational Kvaerner, which plans to spend 300 million pounds on the project, said the 
Independent on Sunday. 

Four institutions in Tunisia, Ghana, Kenya and South Africa would be established to cater for 32,000 
students, primarily, in business-related courses, it said. 

Rahman told the newspaper that the universities would be non-profit making and would equip 
young Africans to take "an influential role in their countries* development as entrepreneurs, policy- 
makers and marketeers.” 

Jackson, whose wealth is estimated at 490 million pounds, would be a venture partner and figure- 
head. 

1 a ■ 

"Michael is very much involved in humanitarian projects in Africa so when I mooted this !dea with 

him lie was very positive about going ahead." Rahman told the newspaper. 

•The amount Jackson put in would depend on how mudt is raised from other sources, Including 
investment and donations from companies with interests in Africa, bank, loans and educational 
grants, said the Independent on Sunday. . ■ . ' ; - . ", - 
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BERLIN (AP) — Actress Meryl Slreep will receive a special award symbolizing thanks and resf ' 
the Berlin Intel national Film Festival in recognition of her contribution to cinema, festwa tfP- 
said Saturday. ... . : 

The small, gilded camera, the Berlinale Knmcr.i. is donated by Berlin jeweler David 
awarded to actors or actresses lo whom the festival feels specially bound, in an expres 
nilion for their achievement. r 

"Meryl Streep is one of the most exceptional actresses in the international history o ■ 
organizers said in a slat eniei it. 

The award will be presented to Streep just In-fine the screening late Saturday of a lin ■. 
stars. One True Thing, organizers said, ? 

Tire 49 th aiuiual festival ends Fell. 2 1 with the awarding of the Golden Bear. 


METRO PASSENGERS 
SHOWN BLUE FILNlSj 

CAIRO (AFP) — Passengers waiting innocently for trains in the Cairo metro were shocked^ , 
selves being entertained by pornographic film clips, police said Sunday. saw 

A mini "revolution” broke out at several busy stations on Friday when 
scenes on the closed-circuit television that is supposed to be used for showing a ose dtfK^-‘ 
The head of the metro authority Mohammad Maher branded the Incident tlia r ^ 
dozens of passengers at nine metro stations in Cairo as “a disaster." •' 

The alarm was given by angry passengers at Rod Al Farag in a Working class . : y 

Cairo. r h 

On investigating their complaints, the police discovered that an. employee of u* 
pany that runs the dosed circuit system had played the tapes to the conserV8 ^ 
by mistake. 

The young man said he found the tapes in the street, and wanted to screen t. . 
the wrong button on his video player, . ' 

Maher immediately, cancelled the contract with the video firm. • 

, • • • • • . • .-•*.■• . ■*. 1 * . • i ■- • 
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SCRABBLE® If a trademark of Hasbro In the United States end Canaria « , 

J.W. Spear & Sons PLC. © 1090 Hasbro. All rights reserved. Used otn w«S522n“ Bncl alaBwha ' 8 oI 
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ra | 5 ] fE) ra (SI [51 


RACK 1 


..□□□□□□□ 

13 H H fnl 151 la] 151 


RACK 2 


PAR SCORE 135-145 

by JUDD four r/ 


RACK 3 


RACK 4 


y UUUU four rack total _____ 

TIME LlMm 20 MIN 

□IneCTIONS: Make a 2 to 7 letter word from the letters In each row. Add 
points of each word, using scoring directions at right. 7-letter words get 50-polnt 
bonus. ■Btanks" used as any letter have no point value. All Judd's words are In 
The Official Scrabble Players Dictionary (Merrlam-Webster) and OSW Official 
Scrabble Words (Chambers). JUDD'S SOLUTION TOMORROW 

O IBM, United Festuio Syndicate. Inc. 


BRAND QRAMS SOLUTION to previous game 

1 W9, United feature Syndicate, Inc 

aTI [m 7| fp 3 | [Ei Ir7 

— L_J RACK 1 = 61 


@B 0 H 00 n 


&J ra 0 [jt 

® IhTI W fal ITT 


RACK 2 = 


RACK 3 = 66 

RACK 4 = 86 


PAR SCORE 200-21 0 

2-1440 


RACK 5 = 


JUDD'S TOTAL 


72 

318 


^^M^Sons LJnl “ <J Sl “* es md Canada and elsewhere ol 

p a uons PLC. O 1008 Hasbro Alt righto reserved. UBBd with permission. 
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BY BRIAN CRANE 




smoolp i we \ 

ertouu? \ KEEP 
MWOWW7ALOT 
OF W0M6KARE 
UVPKEt&ntte 
xSorvt ViAMESj 


7 WE BJEN (ZEAP \ 
THWSOWEMEN 1 
TAKE THEIR WIFE'S- 
MAME. H0U) U500LP 
v. v #)0 FEEL ABOUT r 


1 00NIT KNOIO. 
t JUST OOViT 
S ^EEWfeELF. 

CAEAfi^LUt^. 


m 



M 3 


1 » t 1 

Kn 


£t& -i 


i!ff ft 


i l/ie PI 

iiri.U 


aSS?* 








...TtAEN PkFTCRTVV&f t.cf T 
tAPKRtep, TW6 rRIT-lCG. 
tRNDULU-V TiJRNBP 
INTO ^ TO^.,. 




v r- . : 


— 

€> 

tr: 


L'YC* 




■ 1 " 1 " — ■ - ■ ■mi 

FNEXm 


graffiti 


Vf 1 - “t ure Syndicate, Inc. 




mm 











-■ . iJ 








— i . L»- * 


V r‘! 

I ' ?•*. 

i : s. > ,*s 


■ ■ 

A ^ 

ri- 1 1 

■■ , 

1 v- 1 

'i ; . : 

h eVi ‘I 

I ’ 


i ■ ■ : 

. j ,i ^ 











































u, • \ ■: ■ ■ . , 

v '• 

kfi 

!■& **r ■ 

■ U 

H3fc\ 

rl 

L > 

M MrMy 

,3 






•I *.-l 


l • :7: 

K •: 



■ _&$: 

■ v-t :#****'' ' 


' ''S'^S'SflJ' 1 
i \?>Vt--l : • 


... •:. 
# ! 


i 


:sf. ■ - 


.- HT '. 

. * ' 



V 

•v;* 

, ■ • f 
.•» t- 
.. <4 

• ■.£$ 


6 



i- 
































28 SPORTS 


FEBRUARY 15. 1999 - iTIb ARABLE THE ARAB DAILY - FEBRUARY 15,' 1999 


n - ^ ■w ■ 


• r 


4 M»IU • 'I m> 


■ V |> r<0l; 


I- 


..I 


i 


&yyVS3 
- t 


. 

I 3 
*&£■& 




■IV * 


rarr. 



k .,.vj r i . i - s v- # /‘i - % ■“ ■ • t-. • ^ \»- rv-’t *;• * = #i "^rrr 

/ . • ; tot . w i -. F) v.€ 

□;/ * V! ' -rf ■' t' k. 

*a»fcSB : ^T^ A \~ ' M--ys>fcg®$Sg 


V-V 5f;V^ NiJ| 

if f "if ft 1^7 " vr : a ; m “& 

0 i I r. * '5 ^ *4 i « 


DUNEDIN, New Zealand (AP) — 
Nathan Astle stored 95 to lead New 
Zealand to a three-wicket win over 
South Africa in the first match of 
their six-game limited overs series at 
Carisbrook on Sunday. 

New Zealand reached 215 for 




seven with five balls to spare after 
bowling out the visitors for 211. 
Jacques Kallis scored 100 for South 
Africa bur its innings floundered with 
GeofT Allott claiming 4-35. 

New Zealand slipped to 56-4 
before Astle and Matthew Bell (37) 


AUSTRIAN SOCCER GETS 
BOOST ■ BILLIONAIRE 
NAMED LEAGUE HEAD 


GRAZ, Austria (AP) — Canadian auto parts magnate Frank Stronach was 
elected president of Austria's national soccer league Sunday after promis- 
ing a huge injection of cash. 

Stronach, who says he will spend up to a billion schillings (S82 million) 
on the Bundesliga, including the premier division, was named on 65 of 80 
ballots after incumbent president Gerhard SkofT withdrew, the Austria 
Press Agency reported. 

His candidacy stirred controversy, but Skoff said in stepping aside that 
the change should strengthen Austrian soccer. 

“Now the Stronach group controls Austrian soccer,” said Stronach's 
main Toe Hannes Kartnig, the head of leading first-division team Sturm 
Graz. “I gave proof of my courage and character, but I was left alone.” 

Referring to the power struggle. Stronach said: “It's important now that 
the purpose of this change not be lost - ro lead Austrian soccer to a high- 
er level.” 


ATLETICO DE MADRID 
SACKS SACCHI 


MADRID (AP) — Atletico de Madrid fired Italian coach Amigo Sacchi on 
Sunday, a day after the team suffered its fourth straight loss, news reports 
said. 

The decision by team general manager Miguel Angel Gil Marin will be 
announced officially on Monday, the state news agency Efe reported. 

The former coach of AC Milan and the Italian national team lasted just 
seven months of a contract that was to have run through June 2000. 

Sacchi did not report to the team's practice on Sunday. 

Atletico de Madrid is currently languishing in ninth place in Spanish 
first-division play. 

Sacchi is the sixth coach to be fired from the Spanish league so far this 
season. 


AJAX LOSES MORE GROU 
TO FROZEN-OUT FEYENOORD 


AMSTERDAM. Netherlands (AP) — A late winner from Jan Vennegoor of 
Hesseiink gave FC Ttoente a 2-1 victory over Ajax Sunday and kept the 
Amsterdammers nine points adrift of leader Feyenoord. 

Feyenoord has not played since Dutch football's six-week winter break. 
A frozen pitch at AZ Alkmaar led to a second straight postponement for 
the Rotterdam dub, which now has two games in hand over Ajax, which 
sank to fourth, and one over second-placed Vitesse. 

Danish winger Jesper Gronkjaer fired Ajax ahead on 37 minutes, but 
Russian defender Ansar Ajoupov put Itaente back on terms a minute 
before the break. 

It was Ajax's first league game since the De Boer twins, Ronald and 
Ftank, left for Barcelona. Coach jan Wouters, who was appointed in 
December, is still looking for his first league win. 

Emiel van Eijkeren scored to hand FC Utrecht a 1-0 win at Sparta 
Rotterdam in Sunday's only other surviving fixture. 

The cold spell also stopped Roda JC*s recent dramatic return to form. 

The Kerkrade dub climbed above Ajax into third after a 5-2 win lUesday 
over flagging NEC Nijmegen but saw its Sunday evening game at Cambuur 
Leeuwardeft postponed by the weather. . 
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combined for a 90-run stand which 
put the side back on top. 

Captain Dion Nash said he was 
delighted with the Kiwis' fighting 
recovery. 

“It's something that we’ve found 
necessary to compete at this level, 
it's something the guys are learning 
as a team and we want to keep build- 
ing on what we're achieving," Nash 
said, 

“ We thought if we could bat sensi- 
bly and for the 50 overs we should 
win the game." 

South- African captain Hansie 
Cronje conceded his team had been 
outplayed. 

"We’ve had a lot of tight finishes in 
the past against New Zealand and 
tonight they played better than us." 
Cronje said. 


”1 thought in all ilni-e jiv.ix nf ilie 
game they weie p.iiikiil.irly gmul. Ai 
times our disciplines weie nut wh.it 
they shuuld have been. We had an 
off-day but we'll he buck next lime." 

New Zealand's win was smiicil 
slightly by an injury in key ullnnnuler 
Chris Culms, who tore a call inusrle 
as ho set ofTfur a sharp single. 

He limped down the pitch and was 
run out by a direct hit from Dale 
Beiikenstein at cover. Cairns col- 
lapsed to the ground and had to he 
heiped on to a cart to he taken off 
the ground. 

Cairns will miss the next two one- 
dayefs against the South Africans 
later this week bill is considered n 
chance to recover in time for the first 
test in Auckland starting Feb. 27. 

Cairns' dismissal came alter New 



FC BARCELONA ROUTS 


REAL MADRID 3-0 


/e.iiaml had lust I liree wickets Indv 
first nine overs of their innings. 

Astle made a spectacular start. ft ( 
got nll'ihe mark hy thumping (Mod j 
lor six hack down the ground ash 
took a boundary through mid with -I 
nil Kallis. 

Two boundaries followed b 
Pollock's third over but Astle hod 1 
dangerously. i 

On 1 1, he cur Kallis hard andlo* ; 
to Joiuy Rhodes at backward pM.: 
and while he got a hand to theballk 1 
couldn't hold the chance. i, 

Then with Astle on 27, EUiodespu' 
another very difficult chance dawnb 
the same position, again ofFKaflii 
After Hell's dismissal. Chris flans 
guided llie hosts home with r 
unbeaten 34. 




BELARUS MEN, GERMANY 


MADRID, Spain (AP) — Luis Enrique 
Martinez scored twice in the first hall, and 
Rivaldo added a lare goal as FC Barcelona 
rolled to a 3-0 win over a 10-num Real 
Madrid in a lopsided matchup between 
arclirivals. 

Barcelona's ninth straight win in league 
and cup play gave it a bit more breathing 
room atop the Spanish first division with 43 
points, ahead of Malloira with 38 after 22 
weeks of play. 

For Real Madrid, whose play has been so 
spotty the team was booed even as it heat 
Wlladolid last weekend, the loss prolongs a 
15-year drought in which it has failed to 
beat Barcelona at the latter's cavernous 
Camp Non stadium. 

With the results of other games pending, 
Real Madrid dropped to fourth place with 
37. 

For all tile hoopla leading up to this 
rematch . the teams tied 2-2 in October in 
Madrid , the game turned out to be a bit of 
a dud. 

Barcelona dominated throughout, grab- 
bing a 2-0 lead after just 36 minutes thanks 
to headers by Luis Enrique. Rivaldo added a 


third goal in the 81st on a left-footed kick 
as lie was falling down with Ivan Cumpo 
hanging all over him. 

Real Madrid played most of the game 
with 10 men alter Roberto Carlos drew a 
red card in the 20tli minure for a rough 
rackle against Luis Figo. Madrid had numer- 
ous chances to get on the board in the sec- 
ond half and even tie the game ar two goals 
apiece but failed. 

In the first half, Barcelona wasted little 
time in getting on the buard. with Luis 
Enrique scoring oil a header in tile fifth 
minute on a centering pass from Patrick 
Kluivert. 

Real Madrid didn't manage to get otr a 
serious shot on goal until the 31st minute, 
with Peja Mijatovic trying a slow angled 
shot from near the right sideline. 

Kluivert blew a prime chance in sane in 
the 34rh minute ns he iccovered a loose 
hall right in front of goalie Pedro Contreras 
but kicked wide to the left. 

Luis Enrique scored again in the 36rh 
minute, again on a header, this time after a 
nice arcing pass from team captain josep 
Guard iola. 


Barcelona's goalkeeper Ruud Hesp 
showed great form all day. making lour 
saves worthy of highlight films. The first 
came in the 38th minute as lie fell back- 
ward and reached up to stop what looked 
like a sure goal by Raul Gonzalez. 

Real Madrid came our stronger in rhe sec- 
ond half but squandered several chances to 
score. The best was one in which Raul prac- 
tically missed the ball as lie tried to kick it 
in just meters (feet) from Hesp. 

In other games Sunday, Zaragoza tied 
Alaves 1-1; Betis tied Racing 1-1; Athletic de 
Bilbao played to a scoreless draw with 
Extremadura; Valladolid beat Celta 2-1. 

in games played Saturday, Espuuyol bear 
Atletico de Madrid 2-1, giving the lailei its 
fourth straight loss and prompting talk that 
coach Arrigo S.icthi’s days in Madrid are 
immlu-icd. 

Also, Lcnnaido Biagiui of Argentina con- 
verted a penalty in the 64th minute to lead 
Mallorca tu a 1-0 victory over Real 
Suck-dad. And Jose Oscar Flores scored in 
the 5Gt!i minute- to lead Deport ivo la 
Coruna busts in a 1-0 win over Salamanca. 


WOMEN TOP RELAY TEAMS 


HOWELL GRABS 
FIRST PLACE AT 


KONTIOLAHTl (AP) —Germany’s 
women won the 4 x 7.5-kiloine- 
ters relay title at the World 
Biathlon Championsliips Sunday, 
but die lieavily favored German 
men's team failed to take even a 
medal. 

The women's team was 
38.3 seconds ahead of 
Russia, with France in third, 
46.9 seconds behind, in the 
men's relay Belarus (Alexei 
Aidarov, Petr ivasliko, Vadim 
Sashurin and Oleg 
Ryzhenkov) beat Russia by 
23.1 second and Norway by 
37 seconds. 

The German women’s 
team of Uschi Disl, Simone 


G re i n e r - P e 1 1 e r - M t m m . 
Katrin Apel and Martina 
Zellner took won their fifth 
consecutive hig relay title In 
Germany. After world titles 
in 1995, '9G and '97 Germany 
was Olympic champion last 
year. Disi has been on all five 
reams, Apel on four. 

Germany overtook leading 
Ukraine with Apel's rapid 
shooting on the third leg 
which gave world champion 
Zellner a cushion at the fin- 
ish. 

In the men's 4x7. 5K relay, 
Germany could not make up 
for a dismal shock start fiom 
pursuit champion Rircn 


Gross, who c.unr in only 
1 2th fiom the first leg alter 
disastrous shouting. 

Notw.iy led alter iluee 
legs, hut chopped to iliiul as 
( lie Finar lljni mlaleii was 
fiiiccd to iluee penally ski- 
ing rounds Iioiii the prone 
shooting position, while 
Oleg Ky/shcnkov of Itelams 
hit all live targets in rapid 
fashion, giuhhing a 1:30 lead 
ahead of Russia. Kyzshenkov 
could then aiiord a penally 
round in the standing posi- 
tion - < 11)0111 2D seconds ol 
extra lime - 2.8 kilometers 
from the finish. 

Dvspiii- the surprising set- 


back in the men’s if. 

Gei many cmergwUfo' 

nation in Koiitialahii.fr 
Luck won die m ens; ‘ 
sprint and Gross, kid- 
Sven Fischer took all 
in the 12.5K pursuit 
won the women's 7 
and took the bronze '■* 
I OK pursuit .Only 
events were staged^ 
of severe cold we* 1 
i lie lirst six days, ft r 
vldiial 20K for men ari * 
for women, and tk ‘ 
events *' 


DUBAI DESERT 
CLASSIC 


mass start 
moved to Holmn^ 
Norway, In mid-Mar* 









DUBAI (AP) — David Howell of 
England won the Dubai Desert 
Classic Sunday, shooting a 5-under 
67 for a four-round 275, four 
strokes ahead of Lee Westwood of 
England and five clear of Ryder 
Cup captain Mark James and Paul 
McGinley of Ireland. 

Scotland’s Colin Montgomerie, 
the six-time defending European 
money champion, shot a closing 

round 70 to finish seven strokes 
back. 

American Mark O'Meara, the 
defending Masters and British 
Open champion, finished on 287 - 
>2 strokes back - with a 71 on 

Sunday alter slumping to a 77 on 
Saturday. 


SHOCK ASIAN SOCCER 

io|)oly run by a local * 

Vfcrtd *** 


DUBAI OPEN RESULTS 


ALLEGA'nOB%,diat east Asian gambling 
syndicates wereN^h-ollmg English soc- 
cer’s Premier UagfN^nught gasps or 
incredulity in the strea^f Asia last 
Friday. 

But there are few who woma^p U f e 
that soccer and gambling are inteirl^d 
across the region, often with con ( p t 
overtones. ; 

"It seems inconceivable that 


-t 


licensed bets arc taken by the fabulously 
rich Jockey Club. Bets .lie gencially 
placed in cash because it is mu ti. livable. 

“There's a whole qu.igmiie of gam- 
bling dens but you have to know some- 
body," one Malaysian said last night. 

Where betting is illegal there might be 
no rules on abandoned matches. Even if 
the game resumes at a later date, says a 
sports writer, the win- 


muii 

Ho. 


WJBAI (AP) — Results Sunday of 
foe 1 million-dollar Dubai Open 


Malaysian syndicate could be manipulat- nlngs ca!ai | ated ol , 

i. m * i x* a. - J roll _ i • ^ 


ing matches,” said fan Anand Pillai. In 
Malaysia as elsewhere, fans are avid fol- 
lowers of English soccer. 

Millions of US dollars are wagered 
every week in Asia on international soc- 
cer, But English football is the punters' 
favorite, in the firmly held belief that It is 
"dean." . ' .. . 

Many Asian countries ban betting, 
including Hong Kong, where the only 



e state of play when It 
abandoned, 
v-blers are turning 
fo ct ^|ngly to Internet 
J'^Gmich can avoid 
'o^lbitlons. 

Ea$ybets has u spe- 

JS hlnese for Asian access. But 

are dwarfed by SLOT * a 
subsidiary ^ MaCau gambling 




During last year's W ^ • (seeding* in parentheses): 

Singles 

pounds 600 miUior i l .. . Umltlnuli 

«*»■» 

ft nrew ,lle - Australia, 6-3, 

2-6 (8-6). 

Championship 

J?™ Golmard > Frfl nce, def. 
; w°l aS Kierer ' Ger many, 6-4. 


All 26 soccer 
Division, the 


Chinese 
Association 
month. 

IMP 1 *“?!, 




fir. 




matdtes 
referees- 

m 


‘ doubles 

'nanplanshlp 


the courts, five 
face charges of faJOB a " 


SaU? Vn c BlflCk ’ Zimb «bwe, and 
■T>*andon Stn Ip a. m _ ei_ . 


v * 


ss sits**? 


, r, , Stol| e. Australia, def. 
4'^i)claL J darns and John-Laffnie 

If M 8er ' S ° Uth Africa ' 4 " 6, 6 ‘ 1 ' 

m ' 


DEFENDING WORLD CHAMPION 
fOMMI MAKINEN WINS SWEDISH 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


KARLSTAD (AP) — Defending world champion 
Tonimi Makinen of Finland held olT Carlos Sainz 
of Spain by 18.1 seconds Sunday to win the 
Swedish World Championship rally. 

It was die third victory for tile 34-year-old 
Makinen in the Swedish event and his second 
straight in this year’s world championship. Last 
month, the Mitsubishi driver won the series 
opener, the Monte Carlo Rally. 

“This feels great," Makinen said. “It was a more 
difficult rally to win than last year. The pressure 
was on us the whole time, though we were able 
to ease off a bit in the last couple of stages.” 
Makinen, who won the world championship 
series for rhe third straight time last year, had a 
total time of 3 hours, 29 minutes and 15.6 sec- 


onds cm the 19 special stages on mostly snowy 
roads in western Sweden. 

Ir was Mitsubishi's sixth win in tile champi- 
onship rallies, dating back to the middle nf last 
year. 

“Maybe we can take some more, though win- 
ning is never easy," Makinen said. 

Sainz. a former two-time world champion try- 
• ing to become the first non-Nordic winner of the 
rally in its 47-year history, was mnner-up for the 
fourth straight year in aToyora. Only Swedish and 
Finnish drivers have won the rally. 

“Second is not bad, alrliough I had my sights 
set on victory," Sainz said. "We pushed as hard as 
we could but it seems the Nordic drivers are 
determined ro hold on to their unbeaten record.” 


WORLD CUP EVERY TWO YEARS 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — FIFA president Sepp Blatter repeated his call for the soccer World Cup to be 
played every two years instead of four, but deflected questions Sunday about whedier the Women's 
World Cup should follow suit. 

Blatrer, speaking at a news conference a few hours before the draw for this summer's Women's 
World Cup, said holding the men's event every two years would strengthen national teams. With play- 
ers frequently crossing national boundaries to play dub soccer, Blatter said, die importance of the 
national teams is being diluted. Holding the World Cup more frequently could help address that prob- 
lem. he said. Better's suggestion has been attacked by numerous other soccer officials worldwide, but 
the head of FIFA _ the world governing body for soccer _ said new ideas should not be rejected just 
because they would lead to change. 

"It's like when Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone," said Blatter, who plans to report to 
FIFA's executive committee on March 11-12 about die proposal. "People said, 'We don't need it 
because we already have the telegraph.''' 

When asked about the Women's World Cup also going to a two-year schedule, Blatter did not 
answer directlyr "l think it will be easier to have a Women's World Cup every two years than a men's 
World Cup every two years.” he said with a laugh. 

Blatter also said he favors experimenting with two referees in soccer matches, though only if such 
an experiment could take place over a fiill season. Dying it In only one competition would not be 
enough time to assess such a change, he said. 

The FIFA president pointed out that female referees will be used in the Women's World Cup, to be 
held in seven U.S. cities June 19-July 10. “I think women will pay more respect to their gender In die 
game," said Blatter, who added that more women’s referees, must be trained. "There will be so many 
women’s matches ih the future that we'llneed the satrie number of women's officials as men's officials." 
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MEDALISTS AT THE 35TH 
BIATHLON WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 


KONTIOLAHTl, Finland (AP) — The medalists at the 35th 
Biathlon World Championships in Kontioiahri: 

Men 

10 kilometers sprint (first portion of pursuit event) 

I- Frank Luck, Germany, 28 minutes, 5.6 seconds (no penal- 
ly 

skiing rounds) 

2. Patrick Favre. Italy, 28:27.6 (0) - 22 seconds behind. 

3. Frode Andresen, Norway, 28:46.4 (2) - 40.8. 

12.5 kilometers pursuit 

1 . Ricco Gross, Germany, 35 minutes, 37.8 seconds (no penal- 
ty skiing rounds). „ 

2. Frank Luck, Germany, - 27.2 seconds behind (3). 

3. Sven Fischer, Germany. - 40.9 (3). 

Relay, 4 x 7.5 kilometers 

1. Belarus, one hour 23 minutes. 19.3 seconds (one penally 
skiing round) - (Aleksei Aidarov, Petr Ivasliko, Vadim Sashurin, 

Oleg Ky/henkov). 

2. Russia. - 23.1 seconds behind (2) - (Viktor Maiguniv, 
Vladimir Draishev, Sergei Rozhkov, Pavel Rostovtsev). 

3. Norway, - 37.11 (4) - [llalvaul H an e void, Dag Bjorndulen, 
linde Andresen. Ole Einitr Ujnrndnlen). 


Wo men 

7.5 kilometers (first portion uf pursuit event) 

1 . Martina Zellner, Germany, 26:59.9 (2). 

2. Magdalena Forsberg, Sweden, 27:(14.4 (1) - 4.5 seconds 
behind. 

3. Olona Zubrilova. Ukraine, 27:08.2 (3) - 8.3. 

10 kfkiiiieiers pursuit 

1. Olen.i Zubrilova , Ukraine. 32:17.5 (iwu penally i omuls) 

2. Marlina S cl l war zbadie rova . Slovakia, - 1:02.0 behind (I). 

3. Martina Zellner, Gemiany. - H07.6 (2). 

Relay, 4 x 7.5 kilometers 

1. Germany, one hour, 36 minutes. 56,0 seconds (one penal- 
ty 

round) - (Usclii Disl, Simone Greiner-Petter-Menun, Kulrin 
Apel, Martina Zellner). 

2. Russia, - 38.3 seconds behind (3) - (Nadeshda ’fa In nova, 
Galina Kukleva, Olga Romasko, Albina Akhatova). 

3. France, - 46.9 (0) - (Dclphyne Heymann-Burlet, Florence 
Baverel, Cliristelle Gros. Corinne Niogret). 

The men's individual 20h' and women's 15K, and the men's 
and women's mass start World championship events are staged 
ar Holmenkollen, Norway, March 12-14. 


ANOTHER IRANIAN 
FOOTBALLER TO PLAY IN 

GERMAN 



I 






A 


■ I 


i " " 
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IRAQ WARNS IT CAN 'TARGET' U.S. 
BASES IN SAUDI ARABIA AND KUWAIT 

Continued From Front Page The statement was not snecific nn whnrhw 


senses," said the statement. 

"If this is happening against your will with- 
out premeditated intention to aggress then 
we * with God's assistance and the support of 
the sons of our glorious Arab nation including 
the zealots in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait - are 
capable of targeting the sources and means of 
aggression from wherever they spring. If you 
are doing this on purpose to kill more Iraqi 
women, children and old men ... then it is 
enough that we have declared our position for 
all". 


The statement was not specific on whether 
the “targeting" would be 

by military means including aircraft and 
ground missiles or by sabotage acts similar to 
the terror bombings of two Saudi and U.S. mil- 
itary facilities over the past years. 

Pakistani press reports quoting U.S. intel- 
ligence sources have mentioned the possibili- 
ty that Iraq might give haven to Osama bin 
Laden, the Saudi dissident accused of mas- 
terminding terror attacks against U.S. targets 
who disappeared from Afghanistan a few days 
ago. 


BLACK FLAGS 
COVER MAFRAQ'S 
GOVERNORATE 


Grief and sadness atmosphere still prevail in 
Mufraq governorate. which covered with 
black Flags and- recited verses from the 
Koran. 

Tribes and people of Al Mafraq, continued 
to express their deepest sadness and sor- 
row for the loss of Late King Hussein, 
recalled his national and international 
achievements and wished King Abdullah 
success and happiness, They pledged (heir 
loyalty to the Hashemite Leadership — 
Petra. 


GERMAN STUDENTS 
TO STUDY JORDAN'S 
TRADITIONS AND 
CUSTOMS 

German delegation comprised of 15 students 
arrive today in Amman. The delegation will 
meet with Jordanian senior officials in order to 
get acquainted with the traditions and cus- 
toms of the Jordanian society, and King 
Hussein's great achievements. 

During this visit organized by the German 
Branch of the American Field Service 

A 

Association, the delegation will be hosted by 
Jordanian families and carry out voluntary 
works for the orphan students in Schnilier 
School — Petra. 


'MISSING' BIN LADEN MAY BE HEADING POR IRA 


Continued From Front Page 
to be named, said lie believed 
that 

Afghanistan's Taliban author- 
ities * acutely in need of foreign 
aid - and recognition- had final- 
ly got rid of the man most 
wanted by the West as a terror- 
ist. 

But the US State Department 
refused to say whether it 
shared this view, commenting 
only that Washington was 
demanding more information 
from Kabul on Mr Bin Laden's 
whereabouts. 

After a day of conflicting 
reports, the Taliban authorities 
had declared on Saturday that 
Mr Bin Laden was "missing". 

This would be a neat solu- 
tion to the Taliban's problem 
with the Saudi dissident. 

While it Is suspected that he 
is providing them witli financial 
and military help, he has also 
become a serious liability since 
the embassy bombings last 
August killed 250 people, most 
of them 

Africans. Soon after, the 
United States attacked suspect- 
e d Bin Laden bases in eastern 

Afghanistan with cruise mis- 
siles. 

Thp US Is putting pressure 
on Kabul to hand Mr Bin Laden 
over trial - threatening that 
J rou,d renew missile attacks if 
he is n °t extradicted. But it is 
a«o offering tempting induce- 
ments to the isolated Tbllban If 

e Y to with American wish- 
es. 

In these circumstances for 
°sama Bin Laden to “disap- 
P« ar " is perhaps the neatest 
Motion to the Taliban’s dilem- 
ma, especially as it fears being 

!"ocked in the Muslim world if 
11 obviously bows to US pres- 

At a rare press conference in 

« southern Afghan city or 

s,.™ 3 ' 1 ."' the ^Hban’s 
ZT eader * Mu,,ah Omar. 
b l ? Uith0rities no lon ger 
to”, ** ■*“«'" ™ s - 

i435 ta * den,ed -» 

** **• "O' ordered Osama 


to leave Afghanistan and had 
advised him not use 
Afghanistan against other 
countries. Now Osama has 

disappeared and we do not 
know where he has gone," he 
told the news conference, 
broadcast on Taieban radio. 

"Had we handed over 
Osama to anybody, it would 
have been a black blemish on 
the history of Afghans," he 
said. "It would have been 
against the dignity, tradition 
and Islamic brotherhood." 

Mr Bin Laden had gone miss- 
ing "a few days ago" and it was 
unclear whether he had lefl 
Afghanistan, the mullah said, 
adding: "The Taliban never 
tried to stop Bin Laden if he 
wished to go tu linq, Iran, 
Chechnya or any other coun- 
try." 

Mr Bin Laden, he said, had 
gone missing with 10 men 
guarding him. 

Mullah Omar said the guards 
were under orders not to stop 
Mr Bin 

Laden if he wanted to go to 
another country. 

The surprise announcement 
from Afghanistan comes after 
several weeks of mounting 
pressure by both the United 
States and Britain. 

Last week the British Foreign 
Office minister, Derek Fatchett, 
also met with the Ihliban dur- 
ing a visit to Pakistan and 
called on the 

Islamic militia to "get con- 
trol" of their guest. Several 
days later in apparent response 
to this request, the Taliban 
announced that they had 
Imposed strict restictions on 
Osama Bin Laden, cutting off all 
his links with the outside wprld 
- including removing his satel- 
lite phone - and screening all 
his visitors. 

But Washington described 
these measures as woefully 
inadequate. It says it will con- 
sider military action against 
any country offering refuge to 
those suspected of carrying but 
the embassy bombings. ' 
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